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He was always thoughtful and always prayed 
to his favorite person of the Trinity, the Holy 
Spirit.  May the same Holy Spirit lead you into 
paradise.  
    Just two weeks after Uncle Ed's loss, our 
DRE Mary Sue Wielgus passed on to eternal 
life after a short battle with cancer.  She served 
St. Benedict for fourteen years, spanning my 
first time here and my second time here.  Mary 
Sue was a tireless advocate for Catechesis, 
meaning the teaching of the faith.  She loved 
her Religious Education catechists, families and 
students, as well as, her Adults coming into the 
faith every year in the RCIA process.   These 
catechetical moments really filled her with 
joy and a sense of true service in the Church.  
Unfortunately, her time here was also marked 
by sickness as she, early on in her time at St. 
Benedict, found the need for a new kidney.  
After successful transplant, she continued to 
fight the courageous fight of healing.  Slated 
for retirement at the end of June 2014, we are 
deeply saddened that she is unable to enjoy 
that retirement with us here on earth.  We have 
confidence that her retirement is with the one 
that was close to her heart her whole life, the 
one who she taught her whole life, Jesus our 
friend.  A special word of thanks to all those 
who came to her retirement celebration with 
Ms. Marge.  Even though she couldn't be there, 
she read all the cards and saw the video of the 
night we had together.  Thank you all for that.               

The Steward
 July 6, 2014 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest."
-- Matthew 11:28

Moving Through Despair and Hope, Faith and Love
By Fr. Jason Malave, Pastor

Dear Family of Faith,

It would seem that significant loss to 
death categorized the entire Month 
of June for us as a community, for 

me individually and for the Archdiocese.  This 
type of collective loss doesn't happen very often, 
but when it does, it demands our thoughtful 
and prayerful reflection.  As a local Church on 
the Northside, besides our losses, our neighbor 
St. Hilary suddenly and unexpectedly lost 
their Pastor, Fr. Bill Eddy, this past month, as 
did my former parish St. Bartholomew, lost 
a long time teacher, Ms. Marge Funk.  Loss 
to death is always challenging, however, 
unexpected loss of people in key positions is 
shocking and demands some reorganization.  
Our condolences go out to St. Hilary and St. 
Bartholomew.   
    For us here at St. Benedict, the month began 
with the loss of what I sometimes referred to 
at the mayor of St. Benedict parish, Mr. Ed 
Kestler.  He was born in St. Ben's parish, spent 
his entire life in the parish, served on just about 
every ministry possible, and unexpectedly died 
early June.  Uncle Ed, as I called him, was a 
constant figure here at the parish, daily Mass 
communicant, every Sunday Mass goer, and 
weekly Bingo money counter to name a few.  
Most recently he was the first to secure his 
ticket to the Bell Tower party and made it to the 
top, served on the Parish Transformation team 
guiding us into our whole block communication 
plan and was the recipient of the 2013 
Christifideles award from Cardinal George 
for his work and ministry.  Not only was he a 
friend and a courageous advisor to all but one 
pastor of St. Benedict, he was just a good man.  
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    In between the two above mentioned losses, 
my brother's wife, Marlyn, passed away after 
a two year battle with cancer.  Marlyn was 
courageous in her struggle and my brother was 
strong for her and their four year old, Maia, 
but cancer is stronger than our will.  She was 
a dynamic and loving member of our family 
since they married nine years ago, and will be 
deeply missed.  We cherished her and the joy 
she brought to our family.  As a voice-over 
specialist by occupation, we know that she now 
adds her voice to the choirs of angels in heaven.   
   Please allow me to offer a word of thanks 
to everyone who went above and beyond 
the call of duty and specifically remembered 
those affected by any one of the above losses 
including our staff, fellow parishioners, myself 
or your neighbor.  Whether is was a card, 
a word of prayer, a gift or a hug, all those 
expressions of condolences go a long way in 
soothing the heart of one who is grieving.  I 
know!  Specifically, thanks to those who 
donated over $1000 to St. Benedict in memory 
of Uncle Ed.  And personally, thanks to all 
those who sent a card or gift for my brother 
during this time of loss.  They were uniquely 
comforting and appreciated.  Above all, thanks 
for the prayers of strength for all those who 
continue the pilgrimage here on earth, and 
thanks for joining your prayers to those who 
have ended their earthly pilgrimage only to 
begin their heavenly reward.  Eternal rest grant 
to them, O Lord!
    In all the above time of loss, I feel particularly 
absent.  June 14th and 15th, I was in Tucson 
with my family for Marlyn's funeral Mass; June 
21st and 22nd, I was home but filling in for 
the vacationing Pastor and sick associate of St. 
Bartholomew; and June 28th and 29th, I was on 
my scheduled vacation in South Carolina with 
my family.  I am home now for July and August 
and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
    Speaking of July and August, I promised to 
announce the new Mass times this weekend.  
Please give me one more week to process all the 
feedback and I promise that the new Sunday 
Mass times will be announced next weekend 
so that we can begin our planning phase.  Early 

reports seem to favor the 7:30 Mass time with 
three more Masses following every hour an a 
half after 7:30am.  Stay tuned. 
    Finally, in the midst of the above losses, we 
also have some new gains!  We are very proud 
to welcome our new Director of Religious 
Education, Mrs. Lisa Mersereau, who comes 
here with well over a decade of service at 
Holy Family Parish in Inverness.  Welcome!  
Welcome also to our new Director of Finance, 
Mr. Geoff Pautsch, who comes here with 
well over a decade of service at St. Phillip in 
Northfield.  Welcome!  Both of them started 
July 1st and both of them will have a significant 
impact on the function and pastoral ministry of 
our Parish.  We are proud to have you on board! 
    Thanks for all your prayers and support.  St. 
Benedict is a blest worshipping community.  
Please pray for me and our Pastoral, 
Catechetical and Educational Staffs.  Please be 
assured of our prayers for you.  

In the service of Christ, 
Fr. Jason, Pastor 

Hope



July 6, 2014                                                    parish.stbenedict.com                                                                    page   3

Education

What's happening at Summer Camp?
This week at Summer Camp the students learned all about 
animals.  The Primary students went to the Field Museum 
on Monday to learn about animals that live all over the 
world, animals that are endangered, and even saw fossils of 
some extinct animals, like Sue the Tyrannosaurs Rex.  The 
preschoolers and primary students both visited Petco to 
learn all about taking care of pets.  The students also held, 
touched, and fed different pets like turtles and ferrets.  On 
the last day of Animal Week all of the students enjoyed a 
trip to Lincoln Park Zoo. The students got to see all kinds 
of animals from all over the world, but I think the playful 
polar bear was everyone's favorite.  We had a great week 
and are looking forward to our Gardening week next week. 

Protégé
Arts & Culture in the 47th Ward
by Office Intern Luis Lopez- Reichling, St. Benedict Preparatory School 
 
"Dance is a lifelong skill, " according to Julee Mertz, director of Dance 
Center Chicago (DCC). Mertz believes that the skills one acquires through 
dance practice - coordination, timing and moving in sync with others - are 
also useful in life.  Based at 
3868 N. Lincoln Avenue, 
DCC teaches these skills to 

nonprofessionals of all ages and levels, while providing a space that 
is open to the public and to serious dance artists.  Founded ten years 
ago by artists Ron and Mary Ford, the center offers instruction in a 
broad range of styles, from Ballroom to Tap to Latin, and represents 
an unusual mix of local amateurs and professionals.   Drop-in classes 
are offered every Wednesday at 8:00 PM. An upcoming four-week 
progressive class will start in July and a new set of salsa lessons will 
begin July 7th. See www.dancecenterchicago.com.  
 
Another newcomer to our ward is The Sullivan Chicago Studio of 
Performing Arts (SCSPA) at 4139 N. Western Avenue. Founded by actors and musical performers Sean and Megan 
Sullivan, this company teaches a variety of performing arts instead of focusing on one particular craft. The reason 
for the wide range of artistic focuses, the Sullivan’s say, is because music, theater, and dance all require a similar set 
of skills that can be applied off and on the stage. SCSPA tailors to any kind of performing interest and experience 

level, and is open to newcomers. Even if you are not experienced in acting or the 
performing arts, you can be assured this company will help you find your "inner 
performer."

Summer classes and workshops are forming now, with an open house scheduled 
for August 24th from 2:30 to 4:00 PM. See www.thescspa.com.

Did You Know... that St. 
Benedict Prep's recent Class of 
2014 graduates will be attending 
fantastic colleges like Loyola, 
DePaul, Marquette, Saint Louis 
University, the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
New York University and the 
University of Kansas?"
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Events & Parish Life

 
 

 

The countdown to BenFest has begun!  BenFest is a great festival filled with terrific bands, games, children’s 
activities and summer fun!  It’s an excellent way for us to showcase our parish and school to the surrounding 
community and to celebrate summer as a St. Ben’s family. July 18th-20th will be here before we know it!  Visit 
www.benfest.com or like us on Facebook for up to date information on the festival. 

The BenFest Committee is working hard to make this year’s event even more enjoyable and to raise additional 
money in support of St. Benedict Parish and School.  And we need your help!  The Festival would not be 
successful without the help of the families in our parish and school.  Please consider donating your time and 
volunteering for the festival!  Please fill out the form below and turn it into the rectory.  A member of the 
BenFest committee will contact you and place you in a designated area.  If you prefer to register online please 
find the link to our Sign-up Genius on www.benfest.com (under the About BenFest tab).  When prompted 
please enter the password:  BenFest   You will need to provide your email address, but no account is required.  
SignUp Genius does not share your email address with anyone.   

 
Name: 

Phone: 

Email Address: 

I would like to volunteer the following day(s) and time(s): 
 
Friday, July 18th   
Set Up 10am-4pm  
Kids Area 4-6pm 
Kids Area 6-8pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 4-7:30pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 7:30-11pm 
 

Saturday, July 19th 
Kids Area 1-4pm 
Kids Area 4-7pm 
Kids Area 7-9pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 1-4:30pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 4:30-7:30pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 7:30-11pm 
 

Sunday, July 20th 
Kids Area 1-4pm 
Kids Area 4-7pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 1-4pm 
Entrance or Adult Area 4-7pm 
Tear Down 7-10pm 
 

The St. Benedict Knights of Columbus Council #15052 is looking for 
volunteers to please help with the Beer Tents at this year’s Benfest 
July 18-20.  We are in need of Beer tenders, Wine and Sangria tenders, 
and Beer ticket collectors on July 18th 4-10pm, July 19th 1-10pm, and 
July 20th 1-7pm.  Shifts typically run 4-5 hours long, but any help 

would be greatly appreciated!  For more information or if you are interested in volunteering, please contact Gary S. 
Johnson, Knights of Columbus volunteer coordinator, at gshawn78@hotmail.com or call 309-275-8572.
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BenFest Entertainment! Other Kids Activities
3 Inflatables • Big Splash • Pitch Burst Sponsored by 
Gold Fish Swim School •  NEW Sports Zone including 
Pop-o-Shots, Skeeball and Radar Speed Pitch • Mini Golf 
• Face Painting   Edible Craft with the Kids Table • Hair 
Extensions & Glitter with Spotlight on 3 Photography • 
Canvas Painting with Bottles & Bottega

BenFest Needs Your Help!
Please visit www.benfest.com to sign up for volunteer 
positions at BenFest 2014.  The Festival needs lots of help to 
be successful so sign up today!

BenFest Cash Raffle!
BenFest’s cash raffle grand prize is once again $10,000!  Plus 
there are seven additional cash prizes for more chances to 
win:  $2,000, $1,000, $700, $500, $300, $200 and $100. 

Main Stage
Friday, July 18th
7-8pm Eddie Franks
8:30-10pm Too White 
Crew
Saturday, July 19th
Noon-6pm Best Bands 
of BenFest
8:30p-10:30pm Your 
Villian My Hero
Sunday, July 20th
1pm Zumba
2-3pm Justin Roberts

Kids Stage
Friday, July 18th
6-7pm Brian Wismer
7:15-8:15pm Trinity Irish 
Dancers
Saturday, July 19th
2-3pm Sean the Magician
3-4pm Ohana Hula 
Dancers
4-5pm Hogwash Theatre

Join us July 18th, 19th, & 20th for three days of fun including 
great music, food and activities for kids of all ages!  Here are a 
few highlights of the great entertainment and activities that we 
have lined up.  For more details visit www.benfest.com.

All proceeds to benefit the St. Benedict Parish & Preparatory School Endowment Fund

The Inaugural Bell Tower Open will be held on Friday, 
September 19th at Sunset Valley Golf Course in Highland 
Park.  The format is a scramble and is open to all. Cost for 
golfer is $145.  More details to come. Golf is likely to start 
around 1pm.  Transportation will be offered to those that 
are interested. 

Golf Outing Committee members:
Max Nutkowitz, Pete Quinn, Jeff Remotigue, Alfredo 
Alvarez,  Tony Pellikan and David Keenan

We are looking forward to making this a success 
and a tradition.

SAVE THE DATE! 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2014 
First Annual Bell Tower Open Golf Outing!

PLUS 30+ vendor  
and market booths 
for all ages!

BenFest proceeds are shared by both the St. Benedict Preparatory School and Parish, 
directly benefitting our community.  Purchase your BenFest raffle tickets today!  Visit 
givecentral.org or drop the raffle tickets you received in the mail off at the rectory.



July 6, 2014                                                    parish.stbenedict.com                                                                    page   

Are You a Health Care Professional?
Then you know there is no greater gift than our health 
and wellness - physically, mentally, and spiritually.  
And what better place than our parish community 
to help and encourage each other in the pursuit of 
health and wellness. The Health Committee is looking 
for new members to help encourage better health 
for our parish and community through a variety 
of educational opportunities as well as health and 
wellness classes. If you are interested in joining the 
Health Committee, please contact Mike O'Malley 
at 773-509-3806 or momalley@stbenedict.com.The 
Society of St. Vincent 

Human Concerns/Outreach

Sandwiches Needed
Everyday, hungry men and women come to the rectory 
in search of food. Through the sandwich program, our 
community can help by offering a sandwich, a snack, 
something to drink, and most important, a listening 
ear, a compassionate smile, and a kind word. This 
program exists through the donations of St. Benedict's 
Parishioners and friends of the parish. We are in need 
of individually-wrapped sandwiches, made with 
lunchmeat and cheese if you like, but no condiments 
please. Sandwiches can be dropped off at the rectory 
during regular business hours. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mike O’Malley at 773-509-
3806 or momalley@stbenedict.com.
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The Common Pantry’s Most Wanted List
Our next food collection for the Common Pantry 
is July 19 & 20.  Non-perishable food items as well 
as toiletries can be left in the St. Benedict Shrine 
on the third Sunday of the month. Items most in 
need include:  Cereal, Tuna, Oatmeal, Chicken or 
Vegetable Broth, Canned Fruit, Easy Prep Meals 
(such as Rice-A-Roni), Pasta, Rice, Vegetable Oil, 
Pancake Mix, Dry or Canned Beans, Toothpaste, 
Deodorant, Bar Soap, Can Openers, Zip Lock Bags 
(any size).  
Your support of 
The Common 
Pantry is 
needed and 
appreciated.

Respect Life Month -
There is still time to turn in 
your Baby Bottles!  
Bottles for The Baby Bottle Project 
will benefit The Women’s Centers of 
Greater Chicagoland. This non-profit 
organization directly assists mothers 
and families experiencing crisis 
pregnancies by offering emotional, 
financial, material, and spiritual 
support through counseling, clothing 
& monetary provisions, prayer, and 
other aid.  If you haven't already, 
please fill your Baby Bottle with 

your spare change, and return it to church by the 
weekend of July 12th & 13th. 
Thank you for your generosity!

How can I help?

1

2

3

4

5

Drop off non-perishables for the Common Food 
Pantry to the St. Benedict Shrine in Church 
every 3rd Sunday. Next collection: July 19 & 20.  
Donations of plastic bags are also needed!

Drop off clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul 
collection box, located in the courtyard.

Drop off your paper to recycle in our ABITIBI 
bins in the courtyard.

Make a gift from our parish to St. Vincent de 
Paul to help those in need. Donations can be 
left in the drop box safe, located near the Holy 
Family Shrine in Church. 

The sandwich program is in need of snacks and 
drinks. Questions? Contact Mike O’Malley at 
773-509-3806 or momalley@stbenedict.com.

Volunteers Needed for Burger Fest!!
Common Pantry is partnering with 
the Roscoe Village Chamber of 
Commerce for their Annual Burger 
Fest event on Saturday, July 12th 
& 13th.  All we need to do is 
provide volunteers to staff two gates 
during the festival.  This is a really fun and easy 
way to get involved with Common Pantry. Shifts 
Available: 10:30am to 2:30pm, 2:15pm to 6:15pm, 
and 6:00pm to 10:00pm. The Common Pantry 
will receive a $2,000 grant from Roscoe Village 
Chamber of Commerce. For more information, 
please contact us at: volunteer@commonpantry.org 
to get signed up for a shift!!
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Spiritual Life
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Dear Family of Faith, 
One of the things a Pastor never wants to do is to mess 
with the Mass times.  Fortunately, we have come to that 
juncture.  I say fortunately because many of my brother 
priests are eliminating Masses for lack of attendance, 
where as we, here at St. Benedict, need to add a Mass 
on Sunday morning.   If you never attend the 10:00 
Mass you will certainly be surprised by this decision.  
If you typically attend the 10:00 Mass you will not be 
surprised.  I would like to share some of the realities 
that led to the decision to add a Mass time on Sunday 
morning… 
• The most important thing we do as a Parish   
 Community is offer worship on Sunday and it is  
 harder to do that when there are overwhelming  
 crowds, like at that 10:00 Mass.
• Last year at the 10:00 Mass, we opened and filled
 the balcony eleven times.  This year, it has been  
 opened and filled 25 times.   The balcony is not the  
 most prayerful place to celebrate Mass. 

• On Easter Sunday, over 1300 people came to the 
 10:00 and 10:15 Mass time in the Church and in Gym.
 This mid-morning time slot is very attractive. 
• In 1996, (some remember well!)  our Sunday morning  
 schedule was 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00.  Funny how  
 old things become new again!  
Please note:
• There will not be a change to the Saturday 5:00pm  
 Mass and the Sunday 6:30pm Mass.   
• Also, there is a committee looking at a possible  
 redesign for the “Family Mass” idea.  
• Further, we are working on aligning Religious   
 Education with our new schedule, in addition to  
 looking at offering a Weekday evening RE session for  
 those who prefer a weeknight.  
• Finally, we are looking at some loving    
 recommendations and reminders for parents as your  
 family with small children worships on Saturday 
 and Sunday.  
• We are hoping to begin the new schedule 
 August 2nd and 3rd.  

Marriage Encounter (WWME)
The emphasis of Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 
“communication” between husband and wife, who spend 
a weekend together, away from the distractions and 
tensions of everyday life and concentrate on each other. 
Rediscover the spark that was there on your wedding day 
and the best friend you had when you were first married! 

Upcoming weekends: August 8-10 
& October 10-12. Contact: Kris & Jim 
McCulloch, (630)577-0778, 
jkmcculloch945@sbcglobal.net

Retrouvaille…A Lifeline for Marriages
The word Retrouvaille(re-tro-vī), is French 
for rediscovery. Retrouvaille helps couples 
heal and renew their marriages by offering 
essential tools needed to rediscover a loving 
marriage relationship. Thousands of couples in 
cold, unloving relationships have successfully overcome 
their marriage problems by attending this program. 
Retrouvaille weekends are combined with a series of 6 
post-weekend sessions. Upcoming weekends: August 1-3, 
September 26-28 & December 5-7. Contact: Robin & Phil 
Kain, (773)544-0498, robin.kain@yahoo.com

We need your feed back!  
Please answer these simple questions to help us make a decision 
on which Mass times to celebrate.  

1. Name(s): _______________________________________________  

2. Email: _________________________________________________

2. Which Mass do you typically go to?   8:00    10:00    12:00 

3. How often do you attend Mass?    
     Weekly    Biweekly    Once a month.  

4. My preferred morning Mass time schedule:
  7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00  -OR-  8:00, 9:30, 11:00 and 12:30

5. If this were the case, I would probably go to the Mass at:
  7:30    8:00    9:00    9:30    10:30    
     11:00    12:00    12:30
Thank you so much for your feedback!  

Cantor Auditions - July 9th 7 PM
Cantors lead the congregation in song at mass 
every week. We are blessed to have a very 
talented group of volunteers who take on this 
responsibility and are looking to add to this 
group moving forward. The ideal cantor is a 
person of faith with strong vocal ability. The 
ability to read music and/or learn music 
quickly is required. All voice types and 
ages are welcome to audition.
    Auditions are on Wednesday, July 9th at 
7:00 pm in church. Candidates are asked to 
prepare one piece that showcases their musical 
abilities (any style or genre) and one piece 
selected by the music director. For audition 
materials or more information, please contact:
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Director of Music
jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com (773) 588-6484 x 208
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Stewards of Our Time, Talent, and Treasure
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Parish Savings, Educational 
Endowment and Building Funds 
Build our Future monthly parish collection 
and 10% fundraiser contribution........................$50,103
New Family Fee for Facility Improvement.......$65,620

2013 and 2014 Ball and Auction "Fund a Need"                      
for Security enhancements.................................. $51,750    .
Savings earmarked for Facade repair and 
Master Plan...........................................................$247,285

Bequest Savings......................................................$46,879

Catholic Educational Endowment......................$70,454

Total savings for construction 
& the future..........................................................$532,091

Treasure
Weekly Report for June 21st & June 22nd
Sunday Collection..............................................$7,071.57
Amount needed weekly..................................$11,730.77
Amount budgeted (YTD)..............................$610,000.04
Amount Collected (YTD) thru 6/22/14......$645,974.41
Amount above budget....................................$35,974.37

St. Benedict Common 
Pantry Food Drive
Thanks to the amazing 
generosity of St. Benedict 

Parishioners, current June supply donations to the 
Common Food Pantry total 256 lbs. The next collection 
will take place on July 19 & 20.  Please leave 
your gifts at the St. Benedict Shrine.

This Week at St. Ben's July 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

6

13

7

14

8

15

9

16

10

17

11

18

12

19

Mass at 8 AM, 
10 AM, 12 PM & 
6:30 PM

Parish Library Open
After 8 AM, 
10 AM, 12 PM 
Masses
Parish Library

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Mass at 8 AM, 
10 AM, 12 PM & 
6:30 PM

Baptism 
Preparation
11 AM
Church Basement

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Parish Life 
Commision Meeting
7 PM
Pine Room

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Boy Scout Troup 
#865 Meeting
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall 

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Filipino American 
Community of 
Simbang
6 PM
Meeting Room 

Zumba
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Cantor Auditions
7 PM
Choir Area Church

Knights of 
Columbus Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Zumba
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall

CRHP Women's 
Meeting
6:30 PM
Pine Room

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Retrouvaille - 
Marriage Meeting
7 PM
PIne Room

VanerCook College
Summer Concert
7 PM
Church

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Summer Camp
7:30 AM
Rooms 132, 134, 
& 137

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

Zumba 
10 AM
Beaven Hall

Mass at 5 PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

Zumba 
10 AM
Beaven Hall

Mass at 5 PM
Church
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In Our Prayers
Please Pray for Healing

Masses for the WeekPlease call Mike O’Malley at 773-509-3806 to add your name or the 
name of an immediate family member for whom you would like the 
parish to pray for healing.
Weston Abplanalp
Jane Abrahamson
Anna Aguilera 
Raven Barron
Concepcion E. Bernabe 
Deacon Phil Bertolani
Marina B. Buizon
Joey Burke
Ricardo Cataylo
Eugene Caulfield
Mary McDonagh Chaput
Chris Coulon
Susan Cronin
Susan Duffy 
Louise Efrosinis
Rita Gumler 
Eleanor Haberkamp 
Elise Herald
Joseph Hijazin
Tawfeeq Hijazin
Art Hundreiser 
Karen Iacovelli 
Dorothy Jacob 
Nancy Kallao
Theresa Kattner 
Susan Kestler  
Leslie Kufner 
Maryanne Kufner 
Suzie Libao
Juliette Lyng 
Violeta S. Magnabijon
James Maltezos 

Corazon Marasigon
Amy Mateo 
Benjamin Mazzone
Judy McDonnell
Robert McGinn
Charlotte McHugh
Jack Mocarski
Elaine Nelson
Joseph Neumann
Lorraine Neumann
Judi Newbold 
Nina Paciotti
Teopista Pellerin
Mary Phillips
Christine Pietschmann
Kathleen Pietschmann
Catherine Polster 
Rowan Quinain, Sr.
Gloria C. Recede
Martha Ruscheinski 
Maralyn Samp
Denise Schilz 
Lisa Sherbondy
Nancy Sternik
Jim Stralka
Luka Tomasicyk
Rick van der Zanden 
Rose Ann Vargas
Sofia Vitale
Helene Wieland
Sr. Fran Wohn
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Wedding Banns
I - Christine Cheng and Daniel Kang
I - Bridgette Blaydes and Anthony Borgnini

Sunday, July 6 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Bob Kestler - Mary Lou Kestler 
 Ed Kestler - Michael O'Malley
10:00 am Edmund McNaughton - Theresa McNaughton 
 Carol Kloser - Glen and Pat Roberts
 Edward Kestler - Holy Name Society
12:00 pm Gay Aylward - Kevin, Maureen and 
 Ella O'Shea-Cassidy
 Jane Gleason Rieger - Family
6:30 pm 

Monday, July 7 - Weekday 
8:30 am Mike Mondane - Friend

Tuesday, July 8 - Weekday
8:30 am Annie DeWaters - Family
 Bob Kestler - Mary Lou Kestler

Wednesday, July 9 - Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest,  
          and Companions, Martyrs
8:30 am Marlyn Malave - Lucy Consing

Thursday, July 10 - Weekday
8:30 am Edward Kestler - Lucy Consing

Friday, July 11 - St. Benedict, Abbot
8:30 am Charles Neptune - Alan Schoen

Saturday, July 12 - Weekday, BVM
8:30 am 
5:00 pm Duke Egan - Egan Family
  Ed Kestler - Jerger Family

Sunday, July 13 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am Bob Noesen - Mary Ann Kattner
 Mary Sue Wielgus - Pat and Ken Woodhouse
10:00 am Victor and Gerardo Goite and Choy Gemillian-  
 Glorializa Goite  
 Joan Foley - Kevin, Maureen and 
 Ella O'Shea-Cassidy
 Ed Kestler - MIchael O'Malley
12:00 pm Vincente Lucas - St. Benedict Parish
 
6:30 pm 

Baptisms
Lane Kathryn, daughter of Dean and Jill Jeffe  
Elyssa Anabelle Villa, daughter of Daniel Villa and 
                                        Marsha Jimenez  

Our Armed Forces
Please pray for the safe return of all men and women in 
the armed forces - especially those in our parish family.
Nicholas Bednarz
Joe Butler 
Christian Morales Canas
Kevin Cronin 
Michael De Quattro
Christopher Haire 
Jim Heilemann 
Neal Knudsvig 

Ivan Morales 
David Murcio 
Scott Murray 
Kirk Perisin
Kevin Powers 
Leigh Anne Swafford 
Marco Vallejo

The Power of Prayer
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Parish Information
Come Home to St. Ben’s!

St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School
Rectory  - (773) 588-6484
2215 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
Fax: (773) 588-4927
www.stbenedict.com

Rev. Jason A. Malave, Pastor, ext. 211

 Pastoral Staff
 Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus 
 Rev. Jack Farry, Pastor Emeritus of St Andrew, ext. 215  
 Rev. Rodlin Rodrigue, Associate Pastor, ext. 207 / 345
 Michael O’Malley, Pastoral Minister, ext. 206
     Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis, ext. 339
 Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, ext. 203 
 Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, ext. 200 
 Barbara Schneider, Accounting Manager, ext. 209 
 Jeremy Kiolbassa, Music Director, ext. 208
 Heath Winborn, Director of Operations, ext. 212
 
St. Benedict Preparatory School
Rachel Gemo, CEO, (773) 463-6797, ext. 404
Joe Accardi, Mission Advancement Officer, ext. 324

 Early Childhood (PK-K) - (773) 588-7851
  3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618
   Rachel Waldron, Head of Early Childhood, ext. 601
   http://sbps.stbenedict.com

 Elementary School (1 - 5) - (773) 463-6797
  3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Nancy Feely, Head of Elementary School, ext. 400
   http://sbes.stbenedict.com

 Secondary School (6 - 12) - (773) 539-0066
  3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Erika Mickelburgh, Head of Secondary School, ext. 317
   http://sbhs.stbenedict.com

The Commissions of St. Benedict Parish
If you are interested in learning more about or joining one of the 
many ministries at St. Benedict Parish or would like to volunteer 
time or talent, please contact the appropriate person below or 
call the rectory.
 Catechetical Commission: Mary Sue Wielgus
 Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, Rachel Waldron,   
 Nancy Feely, or Erika Mickelburgh
 Human Concerns Commission: Michael O’Malley
 Parish Life Commission: Fr. Jason Malave
 Spiritual Life Commission: Fr. Rodlin Rodrigue

Masses
Sunday Eucharist: Saturday - 5 pm; Sunday - 8 am, 10 am, 
12 noon, and 6:30 pm
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30 am (M - Sat)
Holy Day Eucharist: check with rectory
Family Mass: one Sunday per month at 10 am

Devotions
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesdays - 9 am
First Friday Devotion: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
9am in church. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: 2pm in 
church.

Sacraments
(Please call the rectory)

Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 1:30 pm; on the fourth 
Sunday at one of the Masses.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners.  Baptism preparation class is required, usually 
before the birth of the child.  
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11 am - 12 noon; seasonal celebra-
tions, as posted; by appointment in the rectory.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): For unbaptized 
persons or baptized persons interested in learning more about 
the Catholic faith and the process of becoming a Catholic.  
Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least four 
months in advance.  Participation in marriage preparation is 
essential.

Services
Rectory: The rectory’s hours are 8:30 am - 8 pm (M - Th); 
8:30 am - 6 pm (F); 9 am - 5 pm (Sat); 9 am - 1:30 pm (Sunday).
Religious Education: Arrangements should be made for 
the religious education of children attending public schools.  
Please call the Director of Catechesis.
Prayer Requests: If you are ill or have a relative who is ill and 
would like to be included in the list of prayer requests, please 
call the rectory.
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator is available for all 
Sunday Masses.  Enter the church through the East door.  
Please call the rectory for weekday availability.
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange communion in home 
for those unable to attend Mass or to request a visit by the par-
ish nurse.
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may be requested for some-
one who is living or deceased or to commemorate a birthday, 
special anniversary, or the anniversary of a loved one’s death.  
Please call the rectory.
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If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your 
stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in 
this celebration.

If you are new to the St. Ben’s community, 
welcome home!  To become a registered 
parishioner, complete a Census/Registra-
tion Form (available at the rectory).  One of 
our Ministers of Hospitality will be glad to 
assist you.

If you are a former parishioner or a gradu-
ate of our schools, we are glad to see you 

back home.  We hope you will return often.
Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells 

you about parish life.  Submissions for the 
bulletin are generally due by Friday at 9 
am of the week previous to publication.  
Electronic submissions are preferred: on a 
cd/dvd from a Windows-based program 
or via e-mail to bulletin@stbenedict.com.  
Paste the text of your submission into the 
body of the message, if possible.  Please in-
clude a brief explanation in the subject line 

of all e-mails.  Flyers 
should be submitted 
in camera-ready for-
mat and will be used 
if space permits.

If you have any 
questions, please call 
the rectory at (773) 
588-6484.  We look forward to 
hearing from you.



Watching our Garden 
Grow!
Gardening practice requires 
faith, hope and love!  Five 
years ago, eighth graders 
planted bareroot dormant 
bleeding heart plants in the 

rose garden at the north end of the rectory garden.  With 
the money from the plant sale in their pockets, they went 
off to celebrate graduation with a class trip to Starved Rock 
and dinner dance. For the years since, those roots stayed 
underground and unseen. This year, among the struggling 
groundcover and barren rose bushes, there appeared a 
number of bright pink bleeding hearts -- standing tall and 
strong, covered with blossoms! Each year, students have 
participated in planting seeds and bulbs in our gardens.   
The Brownies plant nasturtiums (orange, yellow and red, 
around the edges of the garden just outside the gate on 
Irving.  
We invite parishioners and friends of all ages to come to 
our garden work days. We meet on the third Saturday of 
each month, from 9 to noon.  Gloves and tools are provided. 
For information, contact Anne Hunt, 773/960-2965 or anne.
hunt@mac.com.  NEXT DATE:  SATURDAY, JULY 19.

Gift Cards for 
Sale!
We need your help to 
eliminate our stock!
These gift cards are 
for sale in the Rectory 
till 8:00pm Monday 
through Thursday and 
6:00pm on Friday. Gift cards will also be for sale after 
all Sunday Masses. Here are  some of the cards & 
quantities available:
Barnes & Noble: 6 
Bath & Body Works: 12
Best Buy: 11
Boston Market: 5
BP Amocco: 10
Chicago Joe's: 27
Gymbore: 5
I Tunes: 25
Jewel-Osco: 36 
Marathon Gas: 14

Taco Bell: 6
Office Max: 5
Outback Steak: 5
Speedway: 7
Starbucks: 9
Strack N Van Til: 13 
Toys R Us: 11
Walmart: 3
Whole Foods: 21 

For a complete list of cards available, please visit our 
website: www.parish.stbenedict.com.


