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the process that encourage awakening, spiritual growth, 
and formation in the Catholic faith.  As people asking 
to make the commitment to Christian discipleship, a 
focus on Jesus Christ as part of the Trinity is primary.  
And because the RCIA takes part within the faith 
community, there are times which are marked by three 
major liturgical Rites involving the entire St. Benedict 
Community.  This is part of the public celebration; 
the other part is when the community prays for the 
catechumens and candidates at Masses.  A catechumen 
is a person who has not been baptized in a Christian 
tradition.  A candidate is a person who has been baptized 

in a Christian tradition but who needs to complete the 
Sacraments of Initiation, Confirmation and Eucharist.
    We are truly blessed here at St. Benedict’s to already 
have had inquirers for the RCIA process this year!  It 
is our hope that many adults, teens, and children 

will be guided through this process to be baptized 
and complete the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil.  Children older than age seven who 
have not celebrated the Sacraments of Baptism 

or Eucharist (or both) are guided through a 
process similar to the RCIA but which is age 

appropriate for children.  High-school-aged 
teens usually form a teen group separate from 
the adults so that their unique needs are met.
    Should you have any questions about 
the RCIA or the RCIA for children or teens, 

please do not hesitate to contact me, Fr. Jason, 
or Fr. Rodlin.  Fr. Jason and Fr. Rodlin can be reached 
at the Rectory.  My contact information is lmersereau@
stbenedict.com or (773) 588-6484 x 314.  This year, our 
ministry team for RCIA includes Mary Jo and Bill Shaver, 
Gilbert Tolentino, Kristin Villarreal, and Tom Kosnik.  We 
are looking forward to working with our adult inquirers 
starting in mid-September.
    This week, discover the portrait of Jesus you have 
developed on your faith journey so far.  Who do you say 
Jesus is?

The Steward
 August 24, 2014 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

"Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
-- Matthew 16:19

Discovering Jesus through 
the RCIA and Discipleship
By Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis

In his Letter to the Galatians, Paul refers to 
his service as a Christian missionary using 
these words: “God was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me” (Gal 1:16).  In this revelation, Paul 
felt a prophetic call and altered his former 
way of life in order to proclaim the good 

news, primarily to the Gentiles.  Peter hears a similar 
message in today’s Gospel from Jesus: “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my heavenly Father,” (Mt 16:17) and then 
Jesus goes on to re-name him Peter in acknowledgement 
of the new way of life he will live in Christian leadership.  
The question Jesus asks today, “Who do you say that I 
am,” is an important question we all need to ask at some 
point in our lives.  Adults who are discerning whether 
or not to celebrate the Catholic Sacraments of Initiation 
through a process called RCIA are asking this, and 
many other, questions.
    The personal witness stories I have heard from 
adults and teens over the years are inspiring 
and extremely God-centered.  Many people talk 
about how they felt the presence of God in 
their lives and knew it was time to come to a 
faith community in a very powerful and public 
way.  They felt a desire to be embraced by the 
community in the celebration of the Sacraments.  
They felt moved to share their faith with their 
own children in a deeper way.  They felt called by 
God at this moment in their lives, a pull that was 
difficult to describe but sensed very profoundly.
    Our newly-revised informational brochure about the 
RCIA begins as such: The letters RCIA stand for the “Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults.” The Second Vatican 
Council, in its Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, called 
for the restoration of the catechumenate and thereafter 
issued guidelines for the process by which adults are 
initiated into our Roman Catholic Community. The RCIA 
describes a process in which men and women are guided 
and cared for as they awaken in faith and are gradually 
introduced to the Catholic way of life.  Basically, people 
are met right where they are on their faith journeys.  This 
allows people to grow in faith at a pace that is not rushed 
and comfortable for them.
    Because the RCIA is a process of commitment for an 
inquiring adult or teen, there are four periods within 



August 24, 2014                                                    parish.stbenedict.com                                                                   page     2

Virtus Training 
Sessions at St. 
Benedict Parish
Here's how to sign up for 
Protecting God's Children 
trainings hosted at 
St. Benedict:
Final Back-to-School 
Training Date:
Saturday, September 13th from 
9AM to 12PM 
In the Ackerman Center 
2217 W. Irving Park Road (Corner of 
Irving Park Road and Bell) 
This training is mandatory for all 
school and parish employees and 
volunteers.  Spaces fill up fast so
register early. If you have already 
completed this training, there is no 
need to do it again. 
Attendees  MUST REGISTER 
online at www.virtus.org for the 
training - Walk ins will not be 
accepted. 
Please note that CHILDREN are 
not able to attend the training and 
must be left at home. Late arrivals 
will NOT be permitted entry to the 
training so please give yourself a little 
extra time to get here safely.

7:30 AM 9 AM 10:30 AM Noon 6:30 PM

New Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday  5PM

Sunday
7:30AM   9AM   10:30AM   Noon   6:30PM
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RCIA
Are you interested in becoming a Roman 
Catholic?  Do you know someone who might be 
interested?  Our process will begin in September 
so please call or e-mail us if you have questions 
about it.  E-mail Lisa Mersereau, Director of 
Catechesis, at lmersereau@stbenedict.com, call 
Lisa at (773) 588-6484 x 314, or feel free 
to contact Fr. Jason or Fr. Rodlin at the 
Rectory.  We look forward to 
answering your questions and 
hope to journey with you!

Memorial Mass for Dr. Mary Sue 
Wielgus - September 7th at 10:30 AM
Join us as we celebrate the life of 
Dr. Mary Sue Wielgus. 

Mary Sue was the Director of 
Catechesis here at St. Benedict 
Parish for 14 years. During 
her tenure, Mary Sue brought 
countless children and adults 
to the sacraments and a deeper 
understanding of their faith 
through her oversight and work 

in religious education, baptismal preparation, the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, and adult 
faith formation.  

Mary Sue was an enthusiastic and skilled catechist, 
but more than that she was first and foremost 
a pastoral minister of the Church. Mary Sue 
met people where they were at in their journey, 
welcomed them with a loving embrace, and 
brought the beauty of the Sacraments, the wisdom 
of the Church, and the love of God to their life.  
And we will miss her for that.

May she rest in peace.

Adult & Child Catechesis

Children's Liturgy of the Word ("CLW:)
CLW catechists are needed for the 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. Masses.  A training will be held tomorrow 
night, August 25, at 7 p.m.  Please call to inquire if 
interested in attending or for more information.

Being a CLW catechist is usually a once-per-month 
commitment.  You will be sharing the Gospel with 
children in a manner that helps them to understand 
what the message is that morning.  Materials are, 
of course, provided.  We are hoping to have several 
teams in place by early September.

Please call Lisa Mersereau at (773) 588-6484 x 314 
with inquiries.

SAVE THE DATE - 5th Annual Parent Mixer!
Friday, September 5th, 2014
St. Benedict Preparatory School Courtyard    
Rain Location - Beaven Hall
7-10 PM Live Jazz, Hors d’oeuvres & Beverages

Religious Education and School parents are invited 
to this parent mixer.  Please mark your calendars!

New times for 
Religious Education Classes
Due to the change in Mass times, the Sunday 
morning religious education class time will 
also change...and to a later time than last year!  
Beginning on September 7, classes will start 
at 8:45 a.m. and end at 10:15 a.m.We'll also be 
offering Wednesday classes in the early evening.  
Beginning on September 10, classes will start at 
6:30 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. Full-year calendars are 
included in the registration packet.

On-line Registration Now Available
Registration documents for Religious Education 
classes were due on August 21.  If you have not 
yet registered your child or children, time is now 
of the essence!!  For your convenience, on-line 
registration is now available on our website.  Go 
to www.stbenedict.com, choose the "enter parish" 
side from the main page, then click on "Adult & 
Child Catechesis" in the burgundy area at eye 
level, and finally click on "religious education."  
Forms will be found there. If you would prefer not 
to register on line, RE packets are still available at 
the Rectory.  Every effort should be made to send 
in paper forms as soon as possible.

PLEASE NOTE: Pre-registration for Religious 
Education classes is required!!  Walk-in 
registrations will not be honored on either Sept. 
7 or Sept. 10.  We will make room for your family 
but not on those first days of classes so please 
register now.  Feel free to contact Lisa at (773) 
588-6484 x 314 if there are questions or concerns.  
Thank you
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Education

Save the Date!

5th Annual Parent Mixer
Friday, September 5th, 2014

St. Benedict Preparatory School Courtyard    
 Rain Location - Beaven Hall

 7-10 PM Live Jazz, Hors d’oeuvres & Beverages

Did you know... 
That all new students 
to the Secondary 
School (grades 6-12) were inducted 
into their "House" on the first day of 
school this past Tuesday?

WELCOME BACK FACULTY!
The faculty and staff of St. Benedict Preparatory School are busy setting up classrooms, finalizing lesson 
plans, and preparing for a new school year.  Last week preschool through grade 12 faculty and staff spent 
the week reflecting on the school mission and vision and participating in team building activities.  Each staff 
member understands the important role they play in our faith community and our educational mission.
Over the summer months many teachers attended professional development conferences and gave two weeks 
of their summer for unit and lesson planning.  This allowed new staff members to get to know returning staff 
and learn about school expectations and curriculum.  The entire staff is looking forward to the new year with 

excitement and enthusiasm as we welcome back our 
950 Bengals for the 2014-2015 school year.
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All proceeds to benefit the St. Benedict Parish & Preparatory School Endowment Fund
The St. Benedict Catholic Education Endowment was created in July of 2013 to perpetually serve the educational needs 
of our St. Benedict Parishioners. By saving and investing funds now, we hope that the interest might serve to provide 
outstanding Catholic Education scholarships for generations to come. Currently funded by a series of bequests to our 
Parish and School, our goal is to build the Endowment for future generations of parishioners.   Thank you for your help 
in achieving that goal!  Note: Limited space available - 120 golfers total To register online, please visit our 
website at: belltoweropen.com

St. Benedict Women's Book Club
St. Benedict Women's Book Club resumes on September 18, 2014 at 7 PM in the Pine Room 
of the Rectory.  Registered parishioners can join us in discussing The Goldfinch by Donna 
Tartt. According to Stephen King, it is "...a smartly written literary novel that connects with 
the heart as well as the mind."  For further information please contact Kathy Sanchez at 
kthlsan@aol.com.

The Inaugural Bell Tower Open will be held on Friday, September 19th at Sunset Valley Golf 
Course in Highland Park.  The format is a scramble and is open to all. Cost for golfer is 
$145.  More details to come. Golf is likely to start around 1pm.  Transportation will be 
offered to those that are interested. 
Golf Outing Committee members:
Max Nutkowitz, Pete Quinn, Jeff Remotigue, Alfredo Alvarez,  Tony Pellikan and David Keenan

We are looking forward to making this a success 

SAVE THE DATE! SEPTEMBER 19, 2014 
First Annual Bell Tower Open Golf Outing!

Events & Parish Life

SAVE THE DATE! OKTOBERFEST 2014
October 3rd, 4th & 5th!
The next Oktoberfest planning meeting will be Tuesday, August 26th at 6:30 in the rectory.
We are looking for a few key volunteers (volunteer coordinator and more). If interested, please 
email oktoberfest@stbenedict.com, attention Peter Kattner.

Get the latest news from Around the 
Block from our NEW Weekly Online 
Newsletter - The Block!
Introducing the  NEW St. Benedict Parish and 
Preparatory School weekly online eblast - THE 
BLOCK!  We hope you find our new newsletter 
easier to navigate and filled with useful, up-to-
date information from AROUND THE BLOCK:
    - Parish Highlights Parish News
    - The Buzz School News
    - Catechesis Adult & Child Catechesis News
Not on our email list? Please send an email request to: 
mtubay@stbenedict.com. 

Parish News & Events School News & Events Adult and Child  
Catechesis New s

ParishHighlights
The Catechesis

St. Benedict

Adult and Child
Catechesis

School News & EvnetsParish News & Events
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Legal Advice Desk
Catholic Charities Legal 
Assistance Department will 
host a Legal Advice Desk on 
Thursday, September 18, 2014, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
at the agency’s Des Plaines office, 1717 Rand Road. 
Attorneys will be available to address your legal 
questions, provide legal advice and information, 
and offer referrals to legal clinics and organizations. 
Consultations are free and confidential. Please bring 
any legal documents with you.

To sign up for an appointment, please call 
(847) 376-2100.

For any questions, please contact Catholic Charities 
Legal Assistance at (312) 948-6821.

Unaccompanied 
Children at the Border
“I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me..”
(Matthew 25:35)

50,000 children have risked a nearly 3,000-mile 
journey for safety at the border. It is estimated that 
48% of these children are affected by violence from 
gangs and drug cartels and lack protection from 
the State.* Other children make the dangerous 
trek to avoid violence in their homes, schools and 
community.  Join with others in responding to 
Pope Francis’s message about unaccompanied 
children.  *Children on the Run, A Study Conducted 
by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees.

ACTIONS: Pray for these children and their 
families, volunteer to accompany children in 
Chicago, or donate funds to meet the immediate 
physical and spiritual needs of the children. Contact 
Sr. Lisa Polega at 312-534-8104 to find ways to act 
on behalf of the children.  Learn more about the 
Catholic Church’s response to this issue at 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - Bringing 
Christ to the Poor
On September 27, we celebrate the feast of St. Vincent 
de Paul. In 1833 Blessed Frederic Ozanam started an 
organization called the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
modeled on its patron who dedicated his life to helping 
the poor. Today the Society, through local conferences, 
continues to carry out St. Vincent's mission of bringing 

Christ to the poor through good works and prayer. 
Please continue to pray for the members of the Society 
so they can continue this essential work of mercy. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
and how you can become a member, 
volunteer or make a donation, please call 
(312) 655-7182 or visit www.svdpchicago.

How can I help?

1

2

3

4

5

Drop off non-perishables for the Common Food 
Pantry to the St. Benedict Shrine in Church every 
3rd Sunday. Next collection: September 20 & 21.  
Donations of plastic bags are also needed!

Drop off clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul 
collection box, located in the courtyard.

Drop off your paper to recycle in our ABITIBI 
bins in the courtyard.

Make a gift from our parish to St. Vincent de 
Paul to help those in need. Donations can be 
left in the drop box safe, located near the Holy 
Family Shrine in Church. 

The sandwich program is in need of snacks and 
drinks. Questions? Contact the parish office at  
 773-588-6484.

Saint Benedict Parish Blood Drive
Sunday, August 31, 2014
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Beaven Hall- Lower Level

Appointments Recommended: To schedule your 
appointment please contact the Parish Office 
(773)588-6484, call LifeSource (877)543-3768, or visit 
lifesource.org and use sponsor code J142.

Prepare for your donation:
Eat Well      -     Stay Hydrated     -     Bring ID
Please bring ID with you on the day of your blood donation. Proper ID 
is required to donate blood. A LifeSource or military ID, driver's license, 
or employee badge with picture and full name are all approved forms of 
ID. Birth certificate 
along with a picture 
ID that includes 
the donor's full 
name will also be 
accepted.

 

 

Saint Benedict Parish 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, August 31, 2014 

8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Social Center - Lower Level 
  
To schedule your appointment please contact  
the Parish Office (773) 588-6484, call LifeSource  
(877) 543-3768, or visit lifesource.org and use 
sponsor code J142. 
  
Appointments Recommended. 

  
 

 

 

Saint Benedict Parish 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, August 31, 2014 

8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Social Center - Lower Level 
  
To schedule your appointment please contact  
the Parish Office (773) 588-6484, call LifeSource  
(877) 543-3768, or visit lifesource.org and use 
sponsor code J142. 
  
Appointments Recommended. 
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Marriage Encounter (WWME)
The emphasis of Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is “communication” between 
husband and wife, who spend a weekend 
together, away from the distractions and 
tensions of everyday life and concentrate on each 
other. Rediscover the spark that was there on your 
wedding day and the best friend you had when 
you were first married! Upcoming weekend: 
October 10-12. Contact: Kris & Jim McCulloch, 
(630)577-0778,jkmcculloch945@sbcglobal.net

Retrouvaille…A Lifeline for Marriages
The word Retrouvaille(re-tro-vī), is French for 
rediscovery. Retrouvaille helps couples heal 
and renew their marriages by offering 
essential tools needed to rediscover a 
loving marriage relationship. Thousands of 
couples in cold, unloving relationships have 
successfully overcome their marriage problems 
by attending this program. Retrouvaille weekends 
are combined with a series of 6 post-weekend 
sessions. September 26-28 & December 5-7. 
Contact: Robin & Phil Kain, (773)544-0498, 
robin.kain@yahoo.com

Become Part of the Parish Adult Choir
The Parish Adult Choir is longest standing musical 
ensemble in the parish and performs more than any 
other group. All parishioners of high school age and 
older are invited to join. The choir is a great place to 
learn about music, make new friends, and gain a deeper 
understanding of our faith through sung 
prayer. Not to mention, we have a lot of 
fun! There are no formal auditions for 
the Parish Adult Choir. Music reading is 
helpful, though it is not a prerequisite. 
Members must be able to match pitch and 
follow a tune, basic note-reading will be 
taught at rehearsal.  

Choir Boot Camp
Choir Boot Camp is held at the beginning 
of every year to let new members "try it 
out" with no further obligation, and to 
help the rest of the choir get back into the 
swing of things after taking the summer off. If you are 
on the fence about signing up, please consider joining us 

for this fun and informative session! Boot Camp is set for 
Wednesday, August 27th at 7:00pm in church. See you 
there! 

Not a Singer? We Still Need You! 
The Music Stewardship Committee is a group that 

oversees all of the non-musical aspects of 
our program, such as fundraising and event 
planning. We are currently seeking new 
members who are NOT currently part of 
the music ministry to join this group. We 
currently are in need of the following: 

1 additional treasurer
1 or 2 additional event planners
2 advertising/marketing specialists

In addition to these positions, we welcome 
all who may bring a special talent to our 
dynamic and growing music ministry. 

To get involved, contact Jeremy Kiolbassa, Director of 
Music, at jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com . 

2 Part time Parish 
Wedding Coordinator Positions
One of the two Coordinators will accompany each of 
the estimated 50 couples who marry here each year.  
Positions begin immediately and a stipend for each 
rehersal/ceremony is provided.

Qualifications: Calm, organized 
and professional demeanor. 
Training is provided. If 
interested, please notify Fr. 
Jason Malave, at jmalave@
stbenedict.com

Ushers Needed
With the new Mass schedule 
beginning on August 9, the 
Ushers of St. Benedict could 
use your help!  While we could 
use help at all the Masses, at 
the moment we don't have any 
ushers for the 10:30 Mass.  If 
you feel the calling to become a 
part of this ministry, you would be most welcome and 
appreciated.  Please call Joe Daprile at 773-472-7050 to 
volunteer for this important ministry.
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Stewards of Our Time, Talent, and Treasure
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Treasure
Weekly Report for August 16th & August 17th
Your "In-Pew"  Sunday Stewardship..............$8,525.28
Give Central thru 8/17/14................................$4,988.50
Total Weeky Collection....................................$13,513.78
Weekly Budgeted Amount..............................$13,000.00
YTD Budgeted Amount...................................$91,000.00
YTD Gifted thru 8/17/14................................$86,054.15
YTD Under/Over.............................................$(4,945.85)

This Week at St. Ben's AUGUST & SEPTEMBER  2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31

24

1

25

2

26

3

27

4

28

5

29

6 

30 

Mass at 7:30 AM, 
9 AM, 10:30 AM, 
12 PM & 6:30 PM

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Mass at 7:30 AM, 
9 AM, 10:30 AM, 
12 PM & 6:30 PM

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Labor Day Mass
9 AM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Marriage 
Information Meeting
7 PM
Meeting Room

Parish Life 
Commission
Meeting
7 PM
Pine Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Adult Choir 
Rehearsal
7 PM
Choir Area Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Zumba
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Women's CRHP 
Meeting
6:30 PM
Pine Room

Choir Boot Camp
7 PM
Choir Area Church

Knights of 
Columbus Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Parent Mixer Event
7 PM
Courtyard

Girl Scout Cadettes 
& Senior Troop 
Meeting
4:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

Mass at 5 PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

Zumba 
10 AM
Beaven Hall

Mass at 5 PM
Church

Dear Family of Faith,
The good function of St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School 
is very dependent on the good function of the three councils 
with whom I consult on a monthly basis.  Along with the dozens 
of dedicated ministries here at St. Ben's, I am very grateful for 
the men and women of our Parish who dedicate themselves 
to these three consultative councils;  The Parish Council, the 
Finance Council and the School Advisory Board.   For today, I 
would like to take a second to say "thank you" to those men and 
women who have served diligently on one of the three councils, 
some for many years.  Thank you for your wisdom, your 
honesty, your consultation, your faithfulness, your prayerfulness 
and your service.  Your dedication has helped shape St. Benedict 
in the past and into the future.

Concluding their time on the Parish Council are Linda McBride 
and Lazar Bityou, both finishing a three year term.  Also 
finishing, after both serving five years on the Parish Council are 
Trish Gollehon and Sandy Pirok.  Thank you very much for your 
dedication.  I think we still have two spots open on the Parish 
council if anyone is interested in serving a three year term.

Concluding their time on the Finance Council are Melissa 
Mulhern, who served almost twenty years on the Finance 
Council, and Mike O'Shea and Al Schoen who stepped off last 
fall.  Your financial genius and generosity of talent helped lead 
us to be the debt free community that we are today!  Thank you 
for your outstanding service on the Finance Council.  

And finally, concluding their terms on the School Advisory 
Board are Jason Staley, Tony Couty, Shannon Archer, Amy 
Gaylord, Iris Hart, Mary Joe Hayes, and David Wolke.  I 
am eternally grateful to all of you who helped shepherd 
our amazing parish school.  You were especially helpful in 

implementing our strategic plan, "Vision of Excellence".  From 
the bottom of my heart, Thank you!  

Might I also say a word of "thank you" to Fr. Jack Farry?  Two 
years ago, while I was still moving in to St. Benedict, Fr. Jack 
stopped by to ask if I knew of an open rectory for a retired 
priest to live.  I said, "Of course I do, right here at St. Benedict!"  
He moved in a few weeks later.  We have been blest with his 
presence for two full years, and now it is with great sadness that 
we bid him farewell as he moves to the South side to be closer 
to his Sister, Patricia.  Truth be told, she was encouraging him to 
move South two years ago.  I thank God that we had these past 
two years to visit, share laughs and friendship here at St. Ben's.  
Fr. Jack is a gifted man and I appreciate his pastoral wisdom, 
practical preaching and advice.  I have put the word out that 
we are open for another retired priest, however, that is entirely 
dependent upon someone taking me up on the offer.  Pray that 
someone does!  

Next weekend, August 30th and 31st, we will say good bye to 
Fr. Jack at all the Sunday Masses. Feel free to bring something to 
share for the light hospitality after all the Masses.  

In the service of Christ, Fr. Jason, Pastor
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In Our Prayers
Please Pray for Healing

Masses for the WeekPlease call the Rectory at 773-588-6484 to add your name or the name 
of an immediate family member for whom you would like the parish to 
pray for healing.
Weston Abplanalp
Jane Abrahamson
Anna Aguilera 
Raven Barron
Deacon Phil Bertolani
Joey Burke
Ricardo Cataylo
Eugene Caulfield
Mary McDonagh Chaput
Chris Coulon
Susan Cronin
Susan Duffy 
Louise Efrosinis
Rita Gumler 
Eleanor Haberkamp 
Michael Heidkamp
Elise Herald
Joseph Hijazin
Tawfeeq Hijazin
Art Hundreiser 
Karen Iacovelli 
Dorothy Jacob
Marilyn Jerger 
Nancy Kallao
Theresa Kattner 
Susan Kestler
Leslie Kufner 
Maryanne Kufner 
Suzie Libao
Juliette Lyng 
Violeta S. Magnabijon
James Maltezos 

Amy Mateo 
Benjamin Mazzone
Judy McDonnell
Robert McGinn
Charlotte McHugh
Jack Mocarski
Elaine Nelson
Joseph Neumann
Lorraine Neumann
Judi Newbold 
Nina Paciotti
Teopista Pellerin
Mary Phillips
Christine Pietschmann
Kathleen Pietschmann
Catherine Polster 
Rowan Quinain, Sr.
Gloria C. Recede
Joyce Rupp
Martha Ruscheinski 
Maralyn Samp
Denise Schilz
Lou Schilz 
Lisa Sherbondy
Nancy Sternik
Jim Strzalka
Luka Tomasicyk
Rick van der Zanden 
Rose Ann Vargas
Sofia Vitale
Helen Wehde
Helene Wieland
Sr. Fran Wohn
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Wedding Banns
I I - Jessie O'Gorman and Osborn Lewis

Baptisms
John Robert IV, son of John Robert and Rachel Berschied III
Natalie Marie, daughter of John Robert and Rachel Berschied III
Relena Marie, daughter of Shaun and Lara Luancing

Our Armed Forces
Please pray for the safe 
return of all men and 
women in the armed forces 
- especially those in our parish family.

Nicholas Bednarz
Joe Butler 
Christian Morales Canas
Kevin Cronin 
Michael De Quattro
Christopher Haire 
Jim Heilemann 
Neal Knudsvig 

Ivan Morales 
David Murcio 
Scott Murray 
Kirk Perisin
Kevin Powers 
Leigh Anne Swafford 
Marco Vallejo

The Power of Prayer

Sunday, August 24 - Twenty-First Sunday in 
         Ordinary Time
7:30 am Kenneth Borowczyk - Diane
9:00 am Edmund Francis McNaughton - 
 Theresa McNaughton
10:30 am Edward Kestler - John and Ilona Weber
 Special Intention for Asuncion M. Ordonez 
12:00 pm Michael Mannion - Taylor Family
 Joseph & Augustina Oliva - Ben Oliva 
6:30 pm 

Monday, August 25 - Saint Louis, 
          Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest
8:30 am Juan Castillo - Mary Lou Kestler
 
Tuesday, August 26 - Weekday
8:30 am Hank Bade - Marilyn
 
Wednesday, August 27 - Saint Monica
8:30 am Jose T. Cortes- Jorge & Aurora Cortes
 Robert Dulak - Al Schoen 

Thursday, August 28 - Saint Augustine, Bishop and  
             Doctor of the Church
8:30 am Ed Mullans - Bunny Kelly 

Friday, August 29 - The Passion of Saint John 
       the Baptist
8:30 am John McDonagh - Family
 
Saturday, August 30 - Weekday
8:30 am  
5:00 pm 

Sunday, August 31 - Twenty-Second Sunday in 
         Ordinary Time
7:30 am Sophie Kucinski - Dalia Saulys
9:00 am Theresia Mbinglo - Children
10:30 am Neil Reynolds - Fr. Jason and the St. Benedict  
 Parish Community
 Dorothy Varisco - Family
12:00 pm Benefactors of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 Special Intention for Marcy Choinoski
 Margit Arsenijevic - Anne Hoellich 
 Matthew Kawalec - Daughter, Florence 
6:30 pm Special Intention for Marge Lawlor - Mimi, Judy,  
 Mike and Debbie
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Parish Information
Come Home to St. Ben’s!

St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School
Rectory  - (773) 588-6484
2215 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
Fax: (773) 588-4927      www.stbenedict.com

Rev. Jason A. Malave, Pastor, ext. 211, jmalave@stbenedict.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Jack Farry, Pastor Emeritus of St Andrew, ext. 215   
Rev. Rodlin Rodrigue, Associate Pastor, ext. 207, 
rrodrigue@stbenedict.com
Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis, ext. 314, 
lmersereau@stbenedict.com
Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, ext. 203, 
gpautsch@stbenedict.com 
Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, ext. 200, eroberts@stbenedict.com 
Barbara Schneider, Accounting Manager, ext. 205,
bschneider@stbenedict.com 
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Music Director, ext. 208,
jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com
Heath Winborn, Director of Operations, ext. 212,
hwinborn@stbenedict.com 
St. Benedict Preparatory School
Rachel Gemo, CEO, (773) 463-6797, ext. 404, 
rgemo@stbenedict.com
Joe Accardi, Mission Advancement Officer, ext. 324
jaccardi@stbenedict.com

 Early Childhood (PK-K) - (773) 588-7851
  3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618
   Rachel Waldron, Head of Early Childhood, ext. 601
   rwaldron@stbenedict.com

 Elementary School (1 - 5) - (773) 463-6797
  3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Nancy Feely, Head of Elementary School, ext. 400
   nfeely@stbenedict.com

 Secondary School (6 - 12) - (773) 539-0066
  3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Erika Mickelburgh, Head of Secondary School, ext. 317
   emickelburgh@stbenedict.com
The Commissions of St. Benedict Parish
If you are interested in learning more about or joining one of the 
many ministries at St. Benedict Parish or would like to volunteer 
time or talent, please call the rectory or contact the following 
person(s):
Catechetical Commission: Lisa Mersereau
Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, Rachel Waldron,   
Nancy Feely, or Erika Mickelburgh

Human Concerns Commission: Fr. Jason Malave
Parish Life Commission: Fr. Jason Malave
Spiritual Life Commission: Fr. Rodlin Rodrigue

Masses
Sunday Eucharist: Saturday - 5 pm; Sunday - 7:30 am, 9 am, 
10:30 am, 12 noon, and 6:30 pm
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30 am (M - Sat)
Holy Day Eucharist: check with rectory
Family Mass: one Sunday per month at 10 am

Devotions
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesdays - 9 am
First Friday Devotion: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
9am in church. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: 2pm in 
church. Sacraments

(Please call the rectory)
Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 1:30 pm; on the fourth 
Sunday at one of the Masses.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners.  Baptism preparation class is required, usually 
before the birth of the child.  
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11 am - 12 noon; seasonal 
celebrations, as posted; by appointment in the rectory.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): For unbaptized 
persons or baptized persons interested in learning more about 
the Catholic faith and the process of becoming a Catholic.  
Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least four 
months in advance.  Participation in marriage preparation is 
essential.

Services
Rectory: The rectory’s hours are 8:30 am - 8 pm (M - Th); 
8:30 am - 6 pm (F); 9 am - 5 pm (Sat); 9 am - 1:30 pm (Sunday).
Religious Education: Arrangements should be made for the 
religious education of children attending public schools.  Please 
call the Director of Catechesis.
Prayer Requests: If you are ill or have a relative who is ill and 
would like to be included in the list of prayer requests, please 
call the rectory.
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator is available for all 
Sunday Masses.  Enter the church through the East door.  Please 
call the rectory for weekday availability.
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange communion in home 
for those unable to attend Mass or to request a visit by the 
parish nurse.
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may be requested for someone 
who is living or deceased or to commemorate a birthday, special 
anniversary, or the anniversary of a loved one’s death.  
Please call the rectory.
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If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your 
stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in 
this celebration.

If you are new to the St. Ben’s community, 
welcome home!  To become a registered 
parishioner, complete a Registration Form 
online at http://parish.stbenedict.com/
becoming-a-parishioner/.  One of our 
Ministers of Hospitality will be glad to 
assist you.

If you are a former parishioner or a 
graduate of our schools, we are glad to see 
you back home.  We hope you will return 
often. Contact Ben Mazzone at the Alumni 
Office at bmazzone@stbenedict.com.

Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells 
you about parish life. Submissions for the 
bulletin are generally due by Friday at 9 
am of the week previous to publication.  
Electronic submissions are preferred via 

e-mail to 
bulletin@stbenedict.com.  
Flyers should be submitted 
in camera-ready format and 
will be used if space permits.

If you would like to recieve our online 
weekly newsletter-"The Block", please 
contact the rectory to be placed on our 
emailing list. If you have any questions, 
please call the rectory at (773) 588-6484.  



Gift Cards for 
Sale!
We need your help to 
eliminate our stock!
These gift cards are 
for sale in the Rectory 
till 8:00pm Monday 
through Thursday and 
6:00pm on Friday. Gift cards will also be for sale after 
all Sunday Masses. Here are  some of the cards & 
quantities available:
Barnes & Noble: 5 
Bath & Body Works: 12
Best Buy: 11
Boston Market: 5
BP Amocco: 10
Chicago Joe's: 26
Gymboree: 5
I Tunes: 25
Jewel-Osco: 14 
Marathon Gas: 14

Taco Bell: 6
Office Max: 5
Outback Steak: 2
Speedway: 6
Starbucks: 6
Strack N Van Til: 10 
Toys R Us: 11
Walmart: 2
Whole Foods: 21 

For a complete list of cards available, please visit our 
website: www.parish.stbenedict.com.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
We have a unique opportunity to share in a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land with St. Andrew Parish coming up this 
January.  We have been invited to join in the trip and 
already some St. Ben's folks have signed up.  There is 
still plenty of space available on the pilgrimage and I am 
planning to go, so I would like to extend the invitation to 
you as well!  My memories and experiences are still fresh 
from my sabbatical in the Holy Land two years ago.  Won't 
you please consider joining in the two parish pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land?  For more information, please call me, Fr. 
Jason Malave at 773-588-6484, or contact Sergio Romo from 
St. Andrew Parish: sergioromo@saintandrewchicago.com.


