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fall in the water and sink for a second.  We can sympathize 
with Peter and the disciples because we have all been there.  
We have all had that 'sinking in faith' feeling.  Not to worry 
though, that is when Jesus is there with his hand outstreched 
to support us and embrace us, always.   
    We can sympathize with Peter and the apostles.  We too are 
in awe of the mysteries of Jesus life.  We too are dumbfounded 
by the way God is good to us, and the way the Holy Spirit 
moves and shapes our lives, and the way that Jesus constantly 
feeds us in the Eucharist.  These are mysterious and powerful 
things.  Each time, let us get out of our boat, let us take the 

walk (or leap) that Jesus invites us to take, 
and not be afraid of what walking with 
Jesus means!    
    To turn to the practicality of walking 
with Jesus, just a word about our Sunday 
morning time change.  This change has 
been in the works for months, and I am 
very, very, very grateful for your generosity 
in re-arranging your Sunday schedule and 
for offereing your feedback.  I am thankful 
for your flexibility.  This change does allow 

us to celebrate and participate in liturgies that are less packed 
and then, hopefully less uncomfortable.  Thank you.  Please 
know, as you and your family gets into a rhythm, that we 
hope to host Children's liturgy of the Word at both the 9:00 
am and 10:30 Masses.  At both Masses, we hope to be able to 
gather the children downstairs so that they can hear the gospel 
on their level.  Of course this will take tons more volunteers 
to help with this 20 minute volunteer opportunity, so if you 
are interested, please let Lisa, our new Director of Catechesis, 
know.  Her email is lmersereau@stbenedict.com.    
    I just wanted to take a minute to again thank all those 
who worked so hard to make BenFest such a huge success.  
This year saw the addition of a few new coordinators on the 
planning committee and the addition of tons of new vounteers.  
Thank you to one and all for your generosity in making for a 
spectacular celebration in honor of our Patron, St. Benedict.  In 
a special way, I would like to say thank you to all those who 
sponsored our event this year.  This year we simply asked 
people to sponsor parts of the event like the stage, courtyard 
and beer tents, and so many of you stepped up to the plate 
and raised just about $10,000.   To you sponsors, who already 
do so much, thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Even 
though the books are not 100% closed on BenFest 2014, it looks 
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
and justice shall look down from heaven.

-- Psalm 85:12Take a Leap of Faith
By Fr. Jason Malave, Pastor

Dear Family of Faith, 

We can certainly sympathize with the disciples 
who were being tossed around in their boat 
in today's Gospel.  They had just witnessed 
the power and miracle of Jesus feeding 

the multitude when they boarded their boat and quickly 
encountered trouble.  No sooner had they set out, did they 
feel the fear and uncertainty of their rocky boat.  What do we 
do now?  How will we make it back to shore?  How will we 
survive this one?  
    We have asked ourselves similar 
questions over the course of our years.  
What will we do now that we lost our 
job, a loved one died, our marriage 
experiences challenges, or we have 
financial distress?  How will we recover?  
We can certainly sympathize with the 
disciples anxiety!  Jesus says the same 
thing to us that he says to his disciples, 
"trust me!"   We are invited to place 
our fears, anxieties, questions and 
preoccupations into Jesus' hands and to trust him.  Trust that 
goodness will prevail, trust that healing can happen, trust that 
forgiveness can happen and trust that stability can happen.  
    But Jesus takes it a step further in today's gospel.  Not only 
does Jesus ask his disciples to trust Him, Jesus invites Peter  
a step further, Jesus invites Peter to make a leap of faith.  
Jesus asks Peter to get out of the boat and walk toward Him 
in a radical leap of faith.  And Peter, for his part, hears this 
invitation does what Jesus invites him to do!  Now granted his 
aquatic journey is short lived because his rational side takes 
over, none the less, he gets out of the boat in a radical leap of 
faith!   
    Now wait a minute, trust is one thing, and I can do that, 
but what is this radical leap of faith?  Any time that we put 
ourselves in front of mystery (like walking on water), we are 
making a radical leap of faith!  Every Mass in front of the 
Eucharist, we are making a leap of faith.  Every couple that 
engages the mystery of married life, makes a leap of faith.  
Every priest that is ordained and every person who makes a 
commitment to religious life, is making a leap of faith.  Every 
time we humble ourselves in the mystery and sacrament of 
reconciliation, we take a leap of faith.  Every time we celebrate 
Christmas and Easter, we make a leap of faith.  With every 
child we bring into the world, and then bring to the baptismal 
font, we make a leap of faith.  Every teenager who comes for 
Confirmation, makes a leap of faith.  In fact, we shouldn't be 
strangers to this leap of faith that Peter was asked to make, for 
our whole lives, we have heard that same invitation to make a 
leap of faith, and we took it, every time.    And, like St. Peter, 
our rational side, or our over-thinking side, means that we 
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All Catholics in their 20's and 30's are cordially invited 
to the final in the series to hear the final speaker:
August 13, 2014 7PM
Hotter than Hell? Why Christians Need to Respond to 
Climate Change - Ms. Melissa Brice
Mrs Murphy & Sons Irish Bistro: 
3905 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Chicago Illinois 60613  
or irishbistro.com
Free appetizers & full bar and menu available
(This is all the same as last year)
Free pre-registration appreciated and encouraged: 
saintandrewchicago.com under “Theology on Tap”

Theology-on-Tap 
Summer Series

Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land 
We have a unique opportunity to 
share in a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land with St. Andrew Parish coming 
up this January.  We have been 
invited to join in the trip and already 
some St. Ben's folks have signed up.  There is still plenty of 
space available on the pilgrimage and I am planning to go, 
so I would like to extend the invitation to you as well!  My 
memories and experiences are still fresh from my sabbatical 
in the Holy Land two years ago.  Won't you please consider 
joining in the two parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land?  For 
more information, please call me, Fr. Jason Malave at 773-
588-6484, or contact Sergio Romo from St. Andrew Parish: 
sergioromo@saintandrewchicago.com.

Virtus Training Sessions at St. Benedict Parish
Here's how to sign up for Protecting God's Children trainings hosted at St. Benedict:
Final Back-to-School Training Date:
Saturday, September 13th from 9AM to 12PM 
In the Ackerman Center 
2217 W. Irving Park Road (Corner of Irving Park Road and Bell) 
This training is mandatory for all school and parish 
employees and volunteers.  Spaces fill up fast so
register early. If you have already completed 

this training, there is no need to do it again. 
Attendees  MUST REGISTER online at www.virtus.
org for the training - Walk ins will not be accepted. 
Please note that CHILDREN are not able to attend the 
training and must be left at home. Late arrivals will NOT be 
permitted entry to the training so please give yourself a little 
extra time to get here safely.

New Sunday Mass Schedule  

Saturday                                  Sunday

7:30 AM 9 AM 10:30 AM Noon 6:30 PM5 PM

like we raised over $58,000, more than doubling our net figure 
from last year.  Perfect weather, great food, hard working 
volunteers, a great lay out, great organization, our new 
Director of Operations, work study kids, our consultant from 
Big Buzz, and your amazing participation made for a perfect 
combo.  Watch out everyone, the committee is talking about 
doubling this years' net figure for next year!  
    And lastly, many of you were quite surprised to hear 
about the gift of a new piano that I found out about during 
BenFest.  I was surprised too!  We were not actively soliciting 
this donation, in fact the choir had set it as their fundraising 
goal, but lo and behold, someone caught wind of this goal 
and decided to donate the entirety of the cost of a new piano, 
over $57,000.  What a powerful and profound gift for which 
we are eternally grateful!  Thank you!  I did want to share a 
few other priorities that we are working on in the church.  The 
first is to update the sound system.  I know that we have been 

talking about it for awhile.  This fall, we hope to have some 
good work done on it so that it serves us better.  Secondly, I 
have spoken with some about making the Eucharistic Chapel 
accessible during the day.  That continues to be one of my 
goals, but we will need some funding for the new gate to close 
it off from the rest of the Church, and new door hardware 
to make it accessible.  And finally, as you have seen, we will 
have to do some rather extensive tuck-pointing work on the 
Church and some roof work too.  This will be expansive and 
we are just now getting the reports back from studies that we 
had done.  We are profoundly grateful for the new piano for 
it will ultimately help us pray well together.  From the bottom 
of my heart, thank you!  Let us keep working hard together to 
accomplish all our goals!
    Please pray for me as you are daily in my prayers. 
In the service of Christ, Fr. Jason, Pastor  
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RCIA
Are you interested in becoming a Roman 
Catholic?  Do you know someone who might be 
interested?  Our process will begin in September 
so please call or e-mail us if you have questions 
about it.  E-mail Lisa Mersereau, Director of 
Catechesis, at lmersereau@stbenedict.com, call 
Lisa at (773) 588-6484 x 339, or feel free 
to contact Fr. Jason or Fr. Rodlin at the 
Rectory.  We look forward to 
answering your questions and 
hope to journey with you!

Memorial Mass for Dr. Mary Sue 
Wielgus - September 7th at 10:30 AM
Join us as we celebrate the life of 
Dr. Mary Sue Wielgus. 

Mary Sue was the Director of 
Catechesis here at St. Benedict 
Parish for 14 years. During 
her tenure, Mary Sue brought 
countless children and adults 
to the sacraments and a deeper 
understanding of their faith 
through her oversight and work 

in religious education, baptismal preparation, the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, and adult 
faith formation.  

Mary Sue was an enthusiastic and skilled catechist, 
but more than that she was first and foremost 
a pastoral minister of the Church. Mary Sue 
met people where they were at in their journey, 
welcomed them with a loving embrace, and 
brought the beauty of the Sacraments, the wisdom 
of the Church, and the love of God to their life.  
And we will miss her for that.

May she rest in peace.

Adult & Child Catechesis

Would you like to Share your Faith?
The religious education office is looking for 
catechists or co-catechists to teach a group 
of children or teens on Sunday mornings or 
Wednesday evenings.  Classes begin on Sunday, 
September 7 at 8:45 a.m. or on Wednesday, 
September 10 at 6:30 p.m.  Training is provided.

ALL people working with children at the parish 
must comply with Protection of Children 
requirements, which include an on-line 
background check and attendance at a VIRTUS 
training session.

Please contact Lisa Mersereau with any questions. 
(773) 588-6484 or lmersereau@stbenedict.com

SAVE THE DATE - 5th Annual Parent Mixer!
Friday, September 5th, 2014
St. Benedict Preparatory School Courtyard    
Rain Location - Beaven Hall
7-10 PM Live Jazz, Hors d’oeuvres & Beverages

Religious Education and School parents are invited 
to this parent mixer.  Please mark your calendars!

New times for 
Religious Education Classes
  Due to the change in Mass times, the Sunday 
morning religious education class time will 
also change...and to a later time than last year!  
Beginning on September 7, classes will start at 
8:45 a.m. and end at 10:15 a.m.
    We'll also be offering Wednesday classes in 
the early evening.  Beginning on September 10, 

classes will start at 6:30 p.m. and 
end at 8 p.m.

    Full-year calendars 
are included in the 
registration packet.

Register for 
Religious Education
If your family has already received a 
registration packet in the mail, please 
return your forms as soon as you can.  
No need to wait until the August 21 
deadline.  If your family is in need of a 
registration packet, please call Lisa or 
Nancy at (773) 588-6484, ext. 339 or 340.
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Education

2014 2015 Back-to-School Calendar Highlights

Protégé Internship Program
Arts & Culture in the 47th Ward: The Renaissance Project

 by Luis Lopez Reichling
The Renaissance Project, a classical art studio located at 4770 
N. Lincoln Avenue, is dedicated to teaching and cultivating the 

classical traditions of figure, portrait, landscape and still life painting. Tucked 
away in Lincoln Square since 2000, the studio was founded by artist and director 
Lothar Speer who trained at academies in Basel and Vienna before immigrating 
to the United States to complete his BFA and MFA degrees at Loyola University 
and Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. Speer is an exceptional instructor who 
is fluent in a wide array of media. His Renaissance Project curriculum follows the 
traditional 19th Century French School which emphasizes accuracy in detail and 
proportion. Recognizing that art students often lack visual literacy and traditional technique, he teaches classical drawing 
and painting skills that constitute the foundation of quality artistic training. Classes emphasize drawing skills, concentration 
and "learning to see" in a critical way. He believes that everyone can develop drawing and painting skills. "Talent helps," 
he believes, "but it really is a learned discipline." The Renaissance Project offers both private and group instruction. The 
classes run 10 weeks with flexible schedules and focus. In addition, a live model drawing session is offered to the public for 
a reduced fee every Tuesday at 7 PM.
     An affable personality, Speer is the recipient of Vienna's prestigious Johannes Fugar Award and his work has been 
exhibited widely in Austria and the United States. This fall, he will have exhibits at the Edgewater Historical Society and the 
Granville Framing Gallery. "A Touch of Europe," his wall mural at the CTA Brown Line stop at Western has been part of 
the Lincoln Square landscape since 1991. He also collaborates with local organizations such as Chicago House, Magnificent 
Events and ABC/CBS news, and his personal art collection is on view at Garcia's Restaurant in Lincoln Square. For more 
information about classes or viewing Lothar Speer's artwork, check out The Renaissance Project at http://www.renproject.
com/ or call (773) 334-5054.

              Save the Date!

      5th Annual Parent Mixer
         Friday, September 5th, 2014

               St. Benedict Preparatory School Courtyard    
           Rain Location - Beaven Hall

               7-10 PM Live Jazz, Hors d’oeuvres & Beverages

Grades 6 & 9 and Transfer Student Orientation: Monday, August 18th 
12:30 PM Dismissal
First Day of Secondary School - Grades 6-12: Tuesday, August 19th 
2 PM Early Dismissal
Teacher Meet & Greet: Wednesday, August 20th 
PreSchool Orientation: Thursday, August 21st
First Day of Elementary School - Grades 1-5: Thursday, August 21st Full Day
Kindergarten Orientation: Monday, August 25th
First Day of Kindergarten: Tuesday, August 26th 2 PM Early Dismissal
First Day of Preschool - Thursday, August 28th  Full Day

To learn more about 
everything you need to 
get ready for school, 
go to our website at 
www.stbenedict.com 
and click on this button:

Did You Know... 
that one of the Experiential Learning 
trips offered during St. Benedict 
Prep's 1st Agora Week (this coming 
school year in March 2015) will 
involve a unit revolving around the 
Integration of Science, Art and the 
Catholic Perspective while visiting 
the Galapagos Islands?  Students will 
learn about it...and then experience it.
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All proceeds to benefit the St. Benedict Parish & Preparatory School Endowment Fund
The St. Benedict Catholic Education Endowment was created in July of 2013 to perpetually serve the educational needs 
of our St. Benedict Parishioners. By saving and investing funds now, we hope that the interest might serve to provide 
outstanding Catholic Education scholarships for generations to come. Currently funded by a series of bequests to our 
Parish and School, our goal is to build the Endowment for future generations of parishioners.   Thank you for your help 
in achieving that goal!

Note: Limited space available - 120 golfers total 
To register online, please visit our website at: belltoweropen.com

The Inaugural Bell Tower Open will be held on Friday, 
September 19th at Sunset Valley Golf Course in Highland 
Park.  The format is a scramble and is open to all. Cost for 
golfer is $145.  More details to come. Golf is likely to start 
around 1pm.  Transportation will be offered to those that 
are interested. 

Golf Outing Committee members:
Max Nutkowitz, Pete Quinn, Jeff Remotigue, Alfredo 
Alvarez,  Tony Pellikan and David Keenan

We are looking forward to making this a success 
and a tradition.

SAVE THE DATE! 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2014 
First Annual Bell Tower Open Golf Outing!

Events & Parish Life

SAVE THE DATE! OKTOBERFEST 2014
October 3rd, 4th & 5th!
Mark your calendars for St. Benedict's Oktoberfest 2014! Join us for great food, music, 
carnival rides and more! More details coming soon...

Coming August 14th!
The  NEW St. Benedict Parish 
& Preparatory School 
Weekly Online Newsletter!
Welcome to the  NEW St. Benedict Parish and 
Preparatory School weekly online eblast - THE 
BLOCK!  We hope you find our new newsletter 
easier to navigate and filled with useful, up-to-
date information from AROUND THE BLOCK:
    - Parish Highlights Parish News
    - The Buzz School News
    - Catechesis Adult & Child Catechesis News

Parish News & Events School News & Events Adult and Child  
Catechesis New s

ParishHighlights
The Catechesis

St. Benedict

Adult and Child
Catechesis

School News & EvnetsParish News & Events
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The Common Pantry’s Most Wanted List
Our next food collection for the Common Pantry 
is August 16 & 17.  Non-perishable food items as 
well as toiletries can be left in the St. Benedict Shrine 
on the third Sunday of the month. Items most in 
need include:  Cereal, Tuna, Oatmeal, Chicken or 
Vegetable Broth, Canned Fruit, Easy Prep Meals 
(such as Rice-A-Roni), Pasta, Rice, Vegetable Oil, 
Pancake Mix, Dry or Canned Beans, Toothpaste, 
Deodorant, Bar Soap, Can Openers, Zip Lock Bags 
(any size).  Your support of The Common Pantry is 
needed and 
appreciated.

Legal Advice Desk
Catholic Charities Legal 
Assistance Department will 
host a Legal Advice Desk 
on Thursday, September 18, 
2014, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the agency’s Des Plaines 
office, 1717 Rand Road. Attorneys will be available 
to address your legal questions, provide legal advice 
and information, and offer referrals to legal clinics and 
organizations. Consultations are free and confidential. 
Please bring any legal documents with you.

To sign up for an appointment, please call 
(847) 376-2100.

For any questions, please contact Catholic Charities 
Legal Assistance at (312) 948-6821.

Unaccompanied 
Children at the 
Border
“I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me..”
(Matthew 25:35)

“I would also like to draw attention to the tens of 
thousands of children…who cross the border with 
the US under extreme conditions…This humanitarian 
emergency requires, as a first urgent measure, these 
children be welcomed and protected . ~Pope Francis 

50,000 children have risked a nearly 3,000-mile 
journey for safety at the border. It is estimated that 
48% of these children are affected by violence from 
gangs and drug cartels and lack protection from 
the State.* Other children make the dangerous 
trek to avoid violence in their homes, schools and 
community.  Join with others in responding to Pope 
Francis’s message about unaccompanied children.  
*Children on the Run, A Study Conducted by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

ACTIONS: Pray for these children and their families, 
volunteer to accompany children in Chicago, or 
donate funds to meet the immediate physical 
and spiritual needs of the children. Contact Sr. 
Lisa Polega at 312-534-8104 to find ways to act 
on behalf of the children.  Learn more about the 
Catholic Church’s response to this issue at www.
catholicsandimmigrants.org.

How can I help?

1

2

3

4

5

Drop off non-perishables for the Common Food 
Pantry to the St. Benedict Shrine in Church every 
3rd Sunday. Next collection: August 16 & 17.  
Donations of plastic bags are also needed!

Drop off clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul 
collection box, located in the courtyard.

Drop off your paper to recycle in our ABITIBI 
bins in the courtyard.

Make a gift from our parish to St. Vincent de 
Paul to help those in need. Donations can be 
left in the drop box safe, located near the Holy 
Family Shrine in Church. 

The sandwich program is in need of snacks and 
drinks. Questions? Contact the parish office at  
 773-588-6484.

Snacks & Drinks Needed
Everyday, hungry men and women come 
to the rectory in search of food. Through 
the sandwich program, our community 
can help by offering a sandwich, a snack, 
something to drink, and most important, a listening 
ear, a compassionate smile, and a kind word. This 
program exists through the donations of St. Benedict's 
Parishioners and friends of the parish. We are in 
need of snacks and drinks. Items can be dropped off 
at the rectory during regular business hours. If you 
have any questions, please contact the parish office at: 
773-588-6484.
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Marriage Encounter (WWME)
The emphasis of Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter is “communication” between 
husband and wife, who spend a weekend 
together, away from the distractions and tensions 
of everyday life and concentrate on each other. 
Rediscover the spark that was there on your 
wedding day and the best friend you had when 
you were first married! Upcoming weekend: 
October 10-12. Contact: Kris & Jim McCulloch, 
(630)577-0778,jkmcculloch945@sbcglobal.net

Retrouvaille…A Lifeline for Marriages
The word Retrouvaille(re-tro-vī), is French 
for rediscovery. Retrouvaille helps couples 
heal and renew their marriages by offering 
essential tools needed to rediscover a loving 
marriage relationship. Thousands of couples in 
cold, unloving relationships have successfully 
overcome their marriage problems by attending this 
program. Retrouvaille weekends are combined with a 
series of 6 post-weekend sessions. September 26-28 & 
December 5-7. Contact: Robin & Phil Kain, (773)544-
0498, robin.kain@yahoo.com

Music Ministry Spotlight: Karen Breen
Cantor & Adult Choir Member
My name is Karen Breen. I have been a member of the St. 
Benedict Adult choir since 1994. I first sang in chorus in high 
school and college and enjoyed feeling part of a group all 
producing music together. It is truly amazing 
to sing a musical piece in a group. You feel that 
you are inside the music and experiencing it in 
a much different way than just listening while 
being in the audience. I loved singing in the 
chorus and wanted to continue that experience 
while I moved into the working world.
I am a physician and while I did my residency 
there was not time to sing in a choir. But after 

that I moved to Lakeview and joined Mt. Carmel parish. There 
was an adult choir there and I sang with that choir for 2 years. 
Then the choir director left and there was a disruption in the 
choir. So I called nearby parishes and asked about whether 
there was an adult choir. When I called St Ben’s I was warmly 

welcomed, told there were no try outs and I could just 
show up on Wednesday for practice. I did that and 
have been a member ever since. It greatly enhances my 
enjoyment of the mass.  I remind myself that this is my 
service to the church which is really important to me. 
Also the choir is a group of people who have the same 
feeling about music and with whom I can go to Mass 
every week.  I would like to encourage you to consider 
joining the choir so you can have this same experience 
and contribute your voice to the parish in a unique way.

2 Part time Parish 
Wedding Coordinator Positions
One of the two Coordinators will accompany each of the 
estimated 50 couples who marry here each year.  Positions 
begin immediately and a stipend for each rehersal/ceremony 
is provided.
Qualifications: Calm, organized and professional demeanor. 
Training is provided. If interested, please notify Fr. Jason 
Malave, at jmalave@stbenedict.com

Become Part of the Parish Adult Choir Today!
The St. Benedict Parish Adult Choir seeks new members for the 
2014-15 season. The Parish Adult Choir is the longest standing 
musical ensemble in the parish and performs more than any 
other group. All parishioners of high school age and older are 
invited to join. The choir is a great place to learn about music, 
make new friends, and gain a deeper understanding of our 
faith through sung prayer. Not to mention, we have a lot of fun! 

Obligations: 3-4 Sunday mornings per month, alternating 
between the 9am and 10:30am Mass. Choral-Orchestral concert 
in December and Inter-Parish Choir Festival in May. All major 
holidays. 

Expectations: There are no formal auditions for the Parish Adult 
Choir. Music reading is helpful, though it is not a prerequisite. 
Members must be able to match pitch and follow a tune, basic 
note-reading will be taught at rehearsal.  Choir members are 
expected to attend rehearsals and masses on-time. 

Choir Boot Camp: Choir Boot Camp is held at the beginning 
of every year to let new members "try it out" with no further 
obligation, and to help the rest of the choir get back into the 
swing of things after taking the summer off. If you are on the 
fence about signing up, please consider joining us for this fun 
and informative session! Boot Camp is set for Wednesday, 
August 27th at 7:00pm in church. See you there! 

Baptismal Bibs Needed
We are in need of someone to make Baptismal bibs. If you 
are able to help, please notify Fr. Rodlin Rodrigue, at 
rrodrigue@stbenedict.com.

Ushers Needed
With the new Mass schedule beginning on August 9, the 
Ushers of St. Benedict could use your help!  While we 
could use help at all the Masses, at the moment we don't 
have any ushers for the 10:30 Mass.  If you feel the calling 
to become a part of this ministry, you would be most 
welcome and appreciated.  Please call Joe Daprile at 773-
472-7050 to volunteer for this important ministry.
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Parish Savings, Educational 
Endowment and Building Funds 
Build our Future monthly parish collection 
and 10% fundraiser contribution........................$50,103
New Family Fee for Facility Improvement.......$65,620

2013 and 2014 Ball and Auction "Fund a Need"                      
for Security enhancements.................................. $51,750    .
Savings earmarked for Facade repair and 
Master Plan...........................................................$247,285

Bequest Savings......................................................$46,879

Catholic Educational Endowment......................$70,454

Total savings for construction 
& the future.....................................................$532,091

Treasure
Weekly Report for August 2nd & August 3rd
Your "In-Pew"  Sunday Stewardship...............$8,286.98
Give Central thru 8/3/14..................................$3,987.50
Total Weeky Collection....................................$12,274.48
Weekly Budgeted Amount..............................$13,000.00
YTD Budgeted Amount...................................$65,000.00
YTD Gifted thru 8/3/14..................................$60,251.57
YTD Under/Over.............................................$(4,748.43)

St. Benedict Common Pantry Food Drive
Thanks to the amazing generosity of St. Benedict 
Parishioners, current July supply donations to the 

Common Food Pantry 
total 112 lbs! The next 
collection will take place 
on August 16 & 17.  
Please leave your gifts at 
the St. Benedict Shrine.

This Week at St. Ben's AUGUST  2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

17

10

18

11

19

12

20

13

21

14

22

15

23 

16 

Welcoming 
Weekend
Mass at 7:30 AM, 
9 AM, 10:30 AM, 
12 PM & 6:30 PM

Parish Library Open
After 7:30 AM, 9 
AM, 10:30 AM, 
12 PM & 6:30 PM 
Masses
Parish Library

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Mass at 7:30 AM, 
9 AM, 10:30 AM, 
12 PM & 6:30 PM

Baptismal 
Preparation
11 AM
Church Basement

Baptism
1:30 PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Holy Name Society 
Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

HSA Monthly Board 
Meeting
6 PM
SS Library

SBPS School 
Adivsory Board
7 PM
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

BINGO
7 PM
Gym

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Zumba
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Filipina American 
Community of 
Simbang Gabi
Meeting
6 PM
Meeting Room

Zumba
6:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Knights of 
Columbus Meeting
7 PM
Sewing Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

New Family Night
Grades 1-5
6 PM
Heidenreich Hall

Weight Watchers
6:30 PM
Church Basement

Retrouvaille - 
Marriage Meeting
7 PM
Meeting Room

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church

Girl Scout Cadettes 
& Senior Troop 
Meeting
4:30 PM
Beaven Hall

SBPS School 
Advisory Board 
Mixer
6:30 PM
Room 227
Faculty Lounge

Holy Day of 
Obligation
The Assumption 
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Mass 
8:30 AM & 7 PM
Church

Girl Scout Cadettes 
& Senior Troop 
Meeting
4:30 PM
Beaven Hall

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

Zumba 
10 AM
Beaven Hall

Mass at 5 PM
Church

Daily Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Church 

St. Ben's Buds 
Garden Club
9 AM
Rectory Gardens

Zumba 
10 AM
Beaven Hall

Welcoming 
Weekend Mass
5 PM
Church

Has your family signed up for automated 
giving through our Parish "GiveCentral"?
Please go to www.givecentral.org and select 
St. Benedict Church - Chicago.
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In Our Prayers
Please Pray for Healing

Masses for the WeekPlease call the Rectory at 773-588-6484 to add your name or the name 
of an immediate family member for whom you would like the parish to 
pray for healing.
Weston Abplanalp
Jane Abrahamson
Anna Aguilera 
Raven Barron
Deacon Phil Bertolani
Joey Burke
Ricardo Cataylo
Eugene Caulfield
Mary McDonagh Chaput
Chris Coulon
Susan Cronin
Susan Duffy 
Louise Efrosinis
Rita Gumler 
Eleanor Haberkamp 
Elise Herald
Joseph Hijazin
Tawfeeq Hijazin
Art Hundreiser 
Karen Iacovelli 
Dorothy Jacob 
Nancy Kallao
Theresa Kattner 
Susan Kestler
Leslie Kufner 
Maryanne Kufner 
Suzie Libao
Juliette Lyng 
Violeta S. Magnabijon
James Maltezos 
Amy Mateo 

Benjamin Mazzone
Judy McDonnell
Robert McGinn
Charlotte McHugh
Jack Mocarski
Elaine Nelson
Joseph Neumann
Lorraine Neumann
Judi Newbold 
Nina Paciotti
Teopista Pellerin
Mary Phillips
Christine Pietschmann
Kathleen Pietschmann
Catherine Polster 
Rowan Quinain, Sr.
Gloria C. Recede
Martha Ruscheinski 
Maralyn Samp
Denise Schilz
Lou Schilz 
Lisa Sherbondy
Nancy Sternik
Jim Stralka
Luka Tomasicyk
Rick van der Zanden 
Rose Ann Vargas
Sofia Vitale
Helen Wehde
Helene Wieland
Sr. Fran Wohn
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Wedding Banns
III - Jennifer Guillen and Christopher McDaniel 
       in Merrillville, IN

Sunday, August 10 - Nineteenth Sunday Ordinary Time
7:30 am Bob Noesen - Sr. Louise Noesen
 Sophie Kucinski - son, Tom
9:00 am
10:30 am Victor Goite, Dionisio Bandalan and Boy Lao -  
 Glorializa Goite
 Marlyn Malave - Joe and Kathy Minneci
12:00 pm Marlyn Gutierrez Malave - Jerry & Gloria Ottesen 
6:30 pm
Monday, August 11 - Saint Clare, Virgin
8:30 am Anne Penkala - Al Schoen
 
Tuesday, August 12 - Saint Jane Frances de Chantal,
           Religious
8:30 am 
 
Wednesday, August 13 - Saints Pontian, Pope, and  
                                           Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
8:30 am 

Thursday, August 14 - Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
                                        Priest and Martyr
8:30 am Martin Istl, Jr. - Family
 Neil Reynolds - St. Benedict HNS/MC 

Friday, August 15 - The Assumption of the 
                                  Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 am 
 
Saturday, August 16 - Saint Stephen of Hungary; BVM
8:30 am    
5:00 pm Special Intention for Cassie Tafilaw - Family
 Bob Noesen - Charles and Rose Marie Grass 
 & Family
 Lois Duna - her Children

Sunday, August 17 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am Vincente Lucas - St. Benedict Parish
 Alex Gumler - Family
9:00 am
10:30 am Allan Boz - Family
 Lois Duna - her Children
12:00 pm Edmund McNaughton - Theresa McNaughton
 Maria & Providenza Dindia - Ben Oliva 
6:30 pm 

Rest in Peace
Gerardo "Gerry" A. Tolentino Jr.
Neil Reynolds
Gerald McCollam

Baptisms
Stanley Alexander, son of Ian and Allison Burns
Owen Edward, son of Matthew and Mariann Madden
Declan Thomas, son of Jon and Heather Pfeffer
Ania Lee, daughter of Leon and Tracy Stronsky

Our Armed Forces
Please pray for the safe return of all men and women in 
the armed forces - especially those in our parish family.
Nicholas Bednarz
Joe Butler 
Christian Morales Canas
Kevin Cronin 
Michael De Quattro
Christopher Haire 
Jim Heilemann 
Neal Knudsvig 

Ivan Morales 
David Murcio 
Scott Murray 
Kirk Perisin
Kevin Powers 
Leigh Anne Swafford 
Marco Vallejo
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Parish Information
Come Home to St. Ben’s!

St. Benedict Parish and Preparatory School
Rectory  - (773) 588-6484
2215 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
Fax: (773) 588-4927      www.stbenedict.com

Rev. Jason A. Malave, Pastor, ext. 211, jmalave@stbenedict.com

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Jack Farry, Pastor Emeritus of St Andrew, ext. 215   
Rev. Rodlin Rodrigue, Associate Pastor, ext. 207, 
rrodlin@stbenedict.com
Lisa Mersereau, Director of Catechesis, ext. 339, 
lmersereau@stbenedict.com
Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, ext. 203, 
gpautsch@stbenedict.com 
Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, ext. 200, eroberts@stbenedict.com 
Barbara Schneider, Accounting Manager, ext. 205,
bschneider@stbenedict.com 
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Music Director, ext. 208,
jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com
Heath Winborn, Director of Operations, ext. 212,
hwinborn@stbenedict.com 
St. Benedict Preparatory School
Rachel Gemo, CEO, (773) 463-6797, ext. 404, 
rgemo@stbenedict.com
Joe Accardi, Mission Advancement Officer, ext. 324
jaccardi@stbenedict.com

 Early Childhood (PK-K) - (773) 588-7851
  3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618
   Rachel Waldron, Head of Early Childhood, ext. 601
   rwaldron@stbenedict.com

 Elementary School (1 - 5) - (773) 463-6797
  3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Nancy Feely, Head of Elementary School, ext. 400
   nfeely@stbenedict.com

 Secondary School (6 - 12) - (773) 539-0066
  3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618
   Erika Mickelburgh, Head of Secondary School, ext. 317
   emickelburgh@stbenedict.com
The Commissions of St. Benedict Parish
If you are interested in learning more about or joining one of the 
many ministries at St. Benedict Parish or would like to volunteer 
time or talent, please call the rectory or contact the following 
person(s):
Catechetical Commission: Lisa Mersereau
Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, Rachel Waldron,   
Nancy Feely, or Erika Mickelburgh

Human Concerns Commission: Fr. Jason Malave
Parish Life Commission: Fr. Jason Malave
Spiritual Life Commission: Fr. Rodlin Rodrigue

Masses
Sunday Eucharist: Saturday - 5 pm; Sunday - 7:30 am, 9 am, 
10:30 am, 12 noon, and 6:30 pm
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30 am (M - Sat)
Holy Day Eucharist: check with rectory
Family Mass: one Sunday per month at 10 am

Devotions
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Tuesdays - 9 am
First Friday Devotion: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
9am in church. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: 2pm in 
church. Sacraments

(Please call the rectory)
Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 1:30 pm; on the fourth 
Sunday at one of the Masses.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners.  Baptism preparation class is required, usually 
before the birth of the child.  
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11 am - 12 noon; seasonal 
celebrations, as posted; by appointment in the rectory.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): For unbaptized 
persons or baptized persons interested in learning more about 
the Catholic faith and the process of becoming a Catholic.  
Weddings: Arrange with a pastoral staff member at least four 
months in advance.  Participation in marriage preparation is 
essential.

Services
Rectory: The rectory’s hours are 8:30 am - 8 pm (M - Th); 
8:30 am - 6 pm (F); 9 am - 5 pm (Sat); 9 am - 1:30 pm (Sunday).
Religious Education: Arrangements should be made for the 
religious education of children attending public schools.  Please 
call the Director of Catechesis.
Prayer Requests: If you are ill or have a relative who is ill and 
would like to be included in the list of prayer requests, please 
call the rectory.
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator is available for all 
Sunday Masses.  Enter the church through the East door.  Please 
call the rectory for weekday availability.
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange communion in home 
for those unable to attend Mass or to request a visit by the 
parish nurse.
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may be requested for someone 
who is living or deceased or to commemorate a birthday, special 
anniversary, or the anniversary of a loved one’s death.  
Please call the rectory.
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If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your 
stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in 
this celebration.

If you are new to the St. Ben’s community, 
welcome home!  To become a registered 
parishioner, complete a Registration Form 
online at http://parish.stbenedict.com/
becoming-a-parishioner/.  One of our 
Ministers of Hospitality will be glad to 
assist you.

If you are a former parishioner or a 
graduate of our schools, we are glad to see 
you back home.  We hope you will return 
often. Contact Ben Mazzone at the Alumni 
Office at bmazzone@stbenedict.com.

Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells 
you about parish life. Submissions for the 
bulletin are generally due by Friday at 9 
am of the week previous to publication.  
Electronic submissions are preferred via 

e-mail to 
bulletin@stbenedict.com.  
Flyers should be submitted 
in camera-ready format and 
will be used if space permits.

If you would like to recieve our online 
weekly newsletter-"The Block", please 
contact the rectory to be placed on our 
emailing list. If you have any questions, 
please call the rectory at (773) 588-6484.  



Watching our Garden 
Grow!
Gardening practice requires 
faith, hope and love!  Five 
years ago, eighth graders 
planted bareroot dormant 
bleeding heart plants in the 

rose garden at the north end of the rectory garden.  With 
the money from the plant sale in their pockets, they went 
off to celebrate graduation with a class trip to Starved Rock 
and dinner dance. For the years since, those roots stayed 
underground and unseen. This year, among the struggling 
groundcover and barren rose bushes, there appeared a 
number of bright pink bleeding hearts -- standing tall and 
strong, covered with blossoms! Each year, students have 
participated in planting seeds and bulbs in our gardens.   
The Brownies plant nasturtiums (orange, yellow and 
red) around the edges of the garden just outside the gate 
on Irving.  We invite parishioners and friends of all ages 
to come to our garden work days. We meet on the third 
Saturday of each month, from 9 to noon.  Gloves and 
tools are provided. For information, contact Anne Hunt, 
773/960-2965 or anne.hunt@mac.com.  NEXT DATE:  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16.

Gift Cards for 
Sale!
We need your help to 
eliminate our stock!
These gift cards are 
for sale in the Rectory 
till 8:00pm Monday 
through Thursday and 
6:00pm on Friday. Gift cards will also be for sale after 
all Sunday Masses. Here are  some of the cards & 
quantities available:

Barnes & Noble: 5 
Bath & Body Works: 12
Best Buy: 11
Boston Market: 5
BP Amocco: 10
Chicago Joe's: 26
Gymboree: 5
I Tunes: 25
Jewel-Osco: 14 
Marathon Gas: 14

Taco Bell: 6
Office Max: 5
Outback Steak: 2
Speedway: 6
Starbucks: 6
Strack N Van Til: 10 
Toys R Us: 11
Walmart: 2
Whole Foods: 21 

For a complete list of cards available, please visit our 
website: www.parish.stbenedict.com.

Dorothy G. Rewinski, D.D.S.
St. Benedict Alumnus
773-267-1818
1801 W. Irving Park

Chicago

ANNE BUTZEN
Legal Translations • Proofreading • Spanish to English

773/463-2938   Cell 773/678-6070
ANNE@LEPANTO.COM

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise. Prices begin at $1045
per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary

offered. Deposit of only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

Grein Funeral Directors

* Advanced Funeral Planning Available * Chapel Facilities Throughout Chicago And Suburbs * Flexible Pricing To Meet Your Individual Needs

2114 W. Irving Park Rd.                                              (773) 588-6336
000271 St Benedict Church (B)

RIGHT WAY SERVICE
Complete Auto Repairing

Alignment • Electrical • Computer
Brakes • Transmissions • Etc.

3912-18 N. Damen
773-549-9078

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

DRAKE & SON
FUNERAL HOME
CREMATION • PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

www.drakeandsonfuneralhome.com

5303 North Western Avenue

Chicago, IL 60625

773-561-6874
Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

Are you ever alone?
You’re never alone when you have a medical alert!
"I feel more independent, safe,
and secure with my medical alert."
Less than $1 per day
• No Long-Term Contracts
• Price Guarantee • A+ Rating with BBB
• Made and Monitored in the USA
Call Today to learn more
about our Special Offer.

1.877.801.8608 Toll Free

Call Frank Tucker
800.566.6170

www.jspaluch.com

Advertising here
helps your parish
& your business.


